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Newsletter - Summer 2011

HRA HOG ROAST

HRA NEEDS YOU!

Catering by Uptons of Bassett

Saturday 25th June • 7.30-11.00
Residents’ Gardens Pavilion, Abbotts Way
£10 for HRA members and £15 for non-members
NEW MEMBERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
NEEDED NOW

(THANKS TO SUBSIDY FROM LOTTERY)

MARQUEE - DISCO - CASH BAR
NO BYO OR CORKAGE WILL BE CHARGED

Application form at the back of the newsletter
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AGM REPORT

This year our AGM was a different
format from previous ones. We decided
to try a “Question Time” approach with
pre-submitted questions being put to
a panel which consisted of Professor
Adam Wheeler, Deputy Vice Chancellor
of Southampton University, Dr Alan
Whitehead MP, Jeremy Moulton,
Deputy Leader of the Council and Chief
Inspector Kelly Whiting representing
Hampshire
Constabulary.
The
response to our request for questions
had been a little disappointing with few
people responding. However those
who did submit questions raised some
interesting and topical issues.
The meeting was held at Highfield
House Hotel on Friday 13th May,
attended
by
approximately
70
members, plus invited guests, the

panel and the committee.
Professor Roger Brown kindly agreed
to chair the occasion for us and was
extremely adept in keeping the meeting
flowing and holding the speakers to
account.
The questions posed to Adam Wheeler
were mostly concerned with the
impact that the University has on the
surrounding neighbourhood and what
measures the University can take
over disorderly behaviour. Professor
Wheeler assured the meeting that
the University can and does impose
sanctions on students which range
from an admonishment through to
expulsion from the University. He
also told the meeting the University
is working to find better solutions for
student accommodation.
continued on p2...

This issue kindly sponsored by Pearsons Estate Agents

...continued from p1

Alan Whitehead was asked about the length of time that
the previous government took to put in place legislation
to control Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOs). Alan
explained that the legislation was passed in the spring of
2010 before the last election and that he was instrumental
in getting it to that stage. However, the new government
thought the legislation overly beaurocratic and overturned
it. There was further discussion about how Southampton
will implement the revised legislation and Jeremy Moulton
assured the meeting that the new rules will take effect from
March 2012.
The questions for Kelly Whiting were primarily about
the restructuring of local policing and what the possible
repercussions could be for the neighbourhood. She
explained there had been two levels of restructuring:
local reorganisation, which was designed to give the local
area a better level of service, and wider reorganisation
due to financial needs. She told the meeting at this stage
Portswood Police Station is on a list for consideration of
closure. She reassured the meeting that the service to
Portswood and Highfield would not be adversely affected.
Jeremy Moulton was challenged on the perceived lack of
enforcement for breaches of planning regulations and also

matters relating to HMOs. Jeremy reported there are three
enforcement officers and they will be seeking to enforce
all breaches and the Council is prepared to take matters
to court if necessary. There was discussion about the level
of fines that can be imposed and that they are outweighed
by profits to be made. Jeremy explained that the fines
are designated by National Government Guidelines and
awarded by the Courts.
There was interesting and lively debate.
Many members said after the meeting that they had really
enjoyed the new format and it made for a much more
interesting meeting. The formal part of the evening was
followed by an informal social with complimentary drinks
and canapés. The debates continued and it was an
enjoyable and lively social gathering.
HRA would like to extend sincere thanks to the members
of the panel for their invaluable input and to Roger for
chairing the event with such lightness of touch. We would
also like to thank the manager and staff of Highfield House
Hotel who look after us so well on these occasions and
also during the year for our monthly committee meetings.
The full minutes of the meeting will be available on-line
from our website in due course.

HRA COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU!
The HRA Committee could be facing a crisis in the coming
year. Jerry Gillen, who has been our Chairman for the past
11 years, really feels that it is time he stepped down. He
has given a year’s notice of his intention to make way for a
new Chair and ordinarily this wouldn’t be a problem as the
Vice Chair could be prevailed upon to take over. However
the Vice Chair, Sue Hartley, is also stepping down in the
next year as she has moved out of Highfield. To compound
our problems, I have my house on the market and when
we sell there is no guarantee that we will be able to find
what we want in Highfield. So we are looking for new
people to join our committee: it is not an onerous task as
we only meet once a month. I joined the committee six
years ago and I have thoroughly enjoyed playing a part in
the protection of a community that I have lived in for over
30 years. So if you feel that you have some time to spare
to contribute to your community please join our committee.
Our membership has grown over the past few years
from 150 to over 600 however that is by no means all
the households in Highfield so those of you who have
not yet joined please do so. It only costs £3 per year per

household and the perks that go with membership will pay
for that several times over if you use Ceno’s, Inner Visions,
Sara’s and many more establishments that offer discounts
to our members: all of which are listed in the newsletter.
On a more serious note the number of members we
have helps add weight to any action we take. We are
now recognised as a bona fide faction by both Local and
National Government and our opinion has been taken into
account in several important issues. We joined with NORA
in national consultations over the HMO issue and at a
local level we have been instrumental in resolving several
contentious licencing and planning matters.
We have also been able to avail ourselves of several grants
and Lottery funds which has helped to give us a secure
financial footing so that we do have the resources to help
local residents in objecting to unsuitable developments
which would be detrimental to the community.
So your community needs you either as a member of
HRA or on the committee so please give this serious
consideration.
Caroline Knight – Secretary and Newsletter Editor HRA
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Safe places
Have you seen this sign and
wondered what it meant?

All participating venues will get a training booklet and will
brief their staff on how to support a person showing a safe
card. Since the launch one of the local chemists has joined
and it is hoped that more shops will join over time.
Emergency contact cards will be available to people with
a learning disability and staff at community venues will be
given guidance on how to support someone with a learning
disability to make a call to someone they have identified
on the card that they trust.
The Scheme has been set up by Southampton Learning
Disability Partnership Board in partnership with the police
and City council hate crime team. They are also working
with Hampshire County Council. The aim is to spread this
scheme over Southampton and widen it to all vulnerable
groups. There has been national interest and some shops
are hoping to make this a country-wide initiative.
The next launch will be in Shirley in May moving on to
Bitterne in June.
If you or someone you know would like a card then please
contact Hilary Linssen on 02380 834854 or Hilary.linssen@
southampton.gov.uk

Tuesday the 2nd February, saw
the successful launch of the pilot
of the Safe Places Scheme in
Portswood. The event opened
by Councillor White was held
at Portswood Church and was
well attended by local agencies,
businesses and people with
learning disabilities. Included
was a walk along Portswood
high street to some of the safe
places escorted by local Police
Community Support Officers.
The Safe Place Scheme is
to help people with a disability feel safer when out in
the community by providing “safe havens”. If people are
harassed, bullied, scared or lost, they can ask for help in
any of the Safe Places that show the sticker.
Ten Portswood premises have signed up and are
displaying the highly prominent, illuminated sign, visible
from a distance.
Venues signed up to the Portswood scheme include
• The Co-operative
• Waitrose
• Boots
• Mecca Bingo
• Portswood Church
• Trago Lounge
• Kate’s Café
• Portswood Library
• Portswood Police Station
• Southampton Menca

Support Tomorrow’s Writers Today. University of
Southampton Students Need Your Help
sponsor over £25, you will also receive a free copy of the
book. Please send your donations before Friday June 11th
to: Creative Writing Anthology c/o Will May, Department of
English, School of Humanities Avenue Campus, University
of Southampton, Southampton, SO17 1BJ. Cheques are
payable to the University of Southampton. Thank you for
supporting your local students!

The MA Creative Writing students at the University of
Southampton are publishing a book and we need your
help to make it a success. By sponsoring our book, you
will support up-and-coming Southampton writers. The
anthology containing the MA students’ creative work will
be sold at local literary festivals this summer and your
donations will go toward publishing costs. Your generosity
will be recognised in the list of contributors and, if you

The Rotary Club of Southampton 13th annual Solent
Gardeners Fayre & Craft
Sunday 5th June 2011, at
University of Southampton
Sports Ground, Wide Lane,
Eastleigh SO50 5PE (opposite
Southampton Parkway Station)
from 10.00am-5.00pm ... A visit to Solent Gardeners
Fayre has become a must for all keen gardeners and craft
enthusiasts. With over 65 exhibitors, free car parking,
brass band and children’s entertainment, refreshments
and excellent conveniences and Health & Safety facilities,

the Fayre provides an excellent day out for all the family.
All proceeds go to charities supported by Rotary. The
Fayre will be opened by Georgie Windsor of BBC Radio
Solent’s ‘The Good Life’. Admission to our Fayre (including
programme): Adult: £4.00 Senior Citizen: £3.00 Children
under 14 free. For further details, please see our website:
www.solentgardenersfayre.org.uk call 023 8076 9128
or view our Youtube channel: www.youtube.com/user/
SolentGardenersFayre
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Highfield School - can you help?
As I have been kindly asked to contribute to your newsletter,
I would like to start by thanking local residents, on behalf
of the staff and Governors, for their support and patience
with the improvement work that has taken place at both
Highfield CE Primary School sites over the past five years.
In particular the closure of High Crown Street has made a
huge difference to life at school – on a daily basis the pupils
are much safer on site. More recently it was possible to
have a wonderful Royal wedding ‘street party’!
At a recent staff meeting we were talking about the
thousands of local children who have passed through
the school. It has, and continues to be, a privilege. We
all appreciate the fact that we feel part of the broader
community and that you, as local residents, value the
school and the role it plays. To this end I would like to
take this opportunity to share a problem with you and seek
some assistance. The school wants to continue to go from
strength to strength but it needs to be able to recruit new
staff as the need arises. However parking is a problem
and the increase in restrictions leaves the school in the
unique position compared with other primary schools in
Southampton of having nowhere on or off road to park. In
the long-term it will be very difficult to keep this jewel of a
community school shining if teachers and support staff are
reluctant to come to a place of work where they cannot
park. They will choose to locate themselves where parking

facilities are readily available. Therefore I am asking if any
of you have a drive close to the school that can be made
available to staff during some or all of the day. Any offers
of spaces would enable the school to function while the
council consider how to support the school’s ambition to
continue to provide an excellent education for the children
of Highfield residents in the generations ahead.
Allan King

COMMUNITY CURRY NIGHT
On Saturday 2nd April Highfield Residents’ Association
in conjunction with Highfield Church hosted a combined
family social event in the Church Centre. Although there
was a slow start for tickets sales, the event was a complete
sell-out with many people, who left applying for tickets until
the last moment, being disappointed.
The night was so popular as it was family orientated and
children were welcome. The ticket prices were kept low as
we were able to subsidise the event as a result of Lottery
funding, for which we are immensely grateful. It was also
felt that the cost of the evening could be further reduced
by allowing people to bring their own drinks. The curry was
provided by Ghandi’s of Portswood and it was delicious
and plentiful enough for second helpings.
Following the meal there was a disco which was
particularly appreciated by the children. The event was a
great success and we are in discussion with the Church
about making this an annual event, although we would not

be able to repeat it at the same price. One guest said that
there was a real village hall atmosphere which was a fair
comment on the success of the evening and what we were
aiming for.

SILENT SUMMER
effects of climate change.
The book has been described as
the Domesday Book for wildlife,
and has a forward by David
Attenborough, who writes “it is
invaluable now – and in years
to come it will be irreplaceable”.
Norman’s thoughtful, evidencebased approach evoked several
questions as his audience tried to
get to grips with the implications
of his lecture.

On Friday 1st April in the
Portswood Residents Garden
Pavilion, Professor Norman
Maclean, a local resident, gave
a fascinating illustrated lecture
entitled “Silent Summer”:
looking at the state of wildlife
in Britain and Ireland. Norman
had edited and contributed
to a book of the same name
which charted the changes in,
and often decline of, different
species and the possible
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Epic cycle race across America for
Wessex Heartbeat charity
On Saturday 18th June 2011 four courageous riders
from the Southampton-based cycle team ‘Team Feat’ will
start an amazing 3,000 mile cycle race to raise funds for
Wessex Heartbeat, a local charity that helps support the
work of the Wessex Cardiac Centre (WCC), one of the
UK’s leading heart treatment centres.
The Race Across America is one of the most respected
and longest running annual endurance events holding
legendary stature the world over. The Race crosses 14
states from Oceanside California to Annapolis in Maryland
and climbs a staggering 100,000 feet. The Riders: James
Gilfillan, Nick Crosby, Wayne Smith and Ian Patterson will
be looking to cover over 500 miles per day using a relay
format and will race 24 hours a day for 6 days straight!
The local team are racing themselves to raise money
and awareness for this great cause. In early May the
team appeared at a fun-filled evening at Ceno Bar and
Restaurant who hosted a charity auction and raffle to help
with their fundraising efforts. But there is still plenty of work
to do and they are half way towards their goal of raising
£7500. Ceno themselves have come forward to sponsor
the team and now we are calling on Highfield Residents
to support their epic efforts in June for such a great local
cause.

Further details about the challenge can be found at
www.teamfeat-raam.co.uk and the team are using stateof-the-art technology that updates their progress every
minute of the day. To make a donation visit the following
website: www.justgiving.com/teamfeatraam2011

Plant sale

Drummers

The Oakmount Triangle Residents’ Association held their,
now annual, garden plant sale and coffee morning on
Saturday 14th May. Despite the dire weather forecast the
day was sunny and warm. Once again this event was a
great success thanks to Bob Sanderson, Graham Linecar,
Pam Paull, Nicky Bradshaw and Marilyn Rossell (pictured).
There was a large selection of plants on sale ranging from
bedding plants to tomatoes and herbs. The entrance fee
paid for a coffee and a slice of delicious cake which is
always as much of a draw as the opportunity to buy cheap
garden plants.The event raised more than £360 for OTRA
so well done to the organisers and thank you to all the
people who bought the plants.

The Highfield pub was the host to a 48 hour drumming
weekend in aid of Wessex Cancer Trust and a local
haemophilia charity, with free jazz nights both evenings.
The musicians also ran extremely popular drumming
sessions earlier in the week for pupils of Highfield School.
Fortunately the weather stayed fine all weekend as families
enjoyed a fun time with all sorts of drums and drumming
on display and master classes from drummers from Stoke,
Horsham and even as far afield as Oklahoma. In order
to restrict noise, the outdoor drumming stopped at 10 pm
and was continued indoors using much quieter equipment.
This was the first event from Drum48 and continues the
Highfield’s programme of varied family friendly events.
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OTRA COFFEE MORNING AND
BOOK SALE

TEN GOOD REASONS FOR
BELONGING TO HRA
1.

To help protect and preserve the area in which
we live

2.

To support representation for or against Planning
and Licensing applications

3.

For effective campaigning on local issues

4.

For recognition by statutory authorities, local and
national

5.

To be an active member of the community and
larger community network

6.

It gives an opportunity for social inter-action and
participation in social events

7.

It allows reciprocation and support of local
businesses as part of members discount scheme

8.

Numerical strength gives us influence and
credibility

9.

To give yourself an additional voice in local affairs

On Saturday 26th March, the second OTRA (Oakmount
Triangle Residents’ Association) coffee morning and book
sale was held in Blenheim Avenue. For several days
beforehand, OTRA residents had been looking through
their bookshelves to find books to donate. The result was
a large, wide and certainly eclectic selection, ranging
from principles of electronics (c 1930) and Teach Yourself
Calculus (1946) to scholarly tomes on British naval
history. There were also lots of children’s books, fiction,
history, biography, cookery and books about the English
countryside: something for everyone!
The morning was very convivial with OTRA residents
having coffee and delicious homemade cake in the garden
and browsing through the books, some buying armfuls.
At the end, Peter Rhodes, whom many HRA residents
will know as the bookseller on Portswood Road, and a
colleague came and bought a further selection (and some
cake). The remaining books were taken to the Oxfam
bookshop in London Road.
The event was very successful, as a social occasion and
also in raising over £250 for OTRA funds (OTRA does not
charge a subscription so relies on occasional fundraising
events for its resources). Many thanks to all those who
donated books, made cakes, helped to sort the books
beforehand and came and supported the morning.
Josie Brown

10. To show that you care about your community

PRG Gains Article 4
Directive

OUR WEBSITE IS ACTIVE AGAIN

Portswood Residents Gardens has just completed a
Management Plan for the PRG Conservation Area.
Consultations with residents have continued for more than
a year, and an exhibition of plans of houses in the area and
a CD of properties was arranged. Several meetings were
held with the Conservation Officers of the City Council.
The Management Plan has now been formally adopted by
the City Council and the policies agreed will guide future
development proposals for the Conservation Area.

Following the hacking of our website last summer, we lost
it completely when attempts to repair it resulted in total
destruction. It has been rebuilt using Drupal and even more
security added: if anyone has any experience of using
Drupal then we would welcome assistance. As yet the
forum is not active because the site was receiving multiple
attempts to access it from Russia, which we suspect were
not genuine efforts to join our association! If you have any
ideas about what you would like to see on the website or
can offer any help then please let us know by emailing the
secretary through the site.

HIGHFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

25th JUNE 2011
12 noon – 2:30pm

At Highfield School Junior Department

PLANTS

TOMBOLA
Toys and Books

BBQ GAMES
Face Painting

CRAFT STALLS

Cakes

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY
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HRA Welcomes a New Member
On completing her
PhD, she joined an
emerging
cluster
of academic staff
interested in the
geographies
of
Higher Education,
at the Geography
Department
at
Loughborough
University. In April
2011, she joined the
ESRC Centre for
Population Change
at the University of
Southampton as a
Research
Fellow,
where she continues
to
develop
her
research interests
in urban and social
change.

We are particularly pleased to welcome Dr Jo Sage
who has been very supportive of our HMO campaign
over the past few years. Jo is an Urban Geographer,
who specialises in researching issues of urban change
and community cohesion, with a particular interest in
the impacts of Higher Education students on residential
communities in University towns. Jo grew up on the
South Coast and, having completed her undergraduate
Masters in Geography at the University of Bristol in 2004,
she returned to her home town of Brighton, where she
supported the work of public sector agencies and voluntary
sector organisations in the city through the development of
an interactive mapping website called ‘citystats’. Following
this, she undertook her doctoral studies at the University of
Brighton (2006-2010), which explored the processes and
impacts of ‘studentification’ in five neighbourhoods in the
city. She completed these studies under the supervision of
Dr. Darren Smith, who coined the term ‘studentification’ in
2002. During this time, Jo took part in a number of national
events focusing on the impacts of ‘studentification’ across
the UK (including the annual conferences of the Councillors
Campaign for Balanced Communities in Nottingham).

STUDENT’s UNION’S
CAMPAIGN

OFFERS FOR MEMBERS
Ghandi’s Restaurant
10% off food and drink, any day of the week

Members of local residents’ associations, including HRA,
met with the University of Southampton’s Students’ Union
team and members of University staff in March. They heard
about initiatives to reduce noise from University venues
and to encourage students to be quiet as they make their
way home at night, and had a wide-ranging discussion
about a variety of issues relating to the community.
Emily Rees the Students’ Union Vice-President for Welfare
updated those present on the Union’s “Shhh” campaign.
“This is an on-going project at the Students’ Union which
ties a number of themes and elements together to reduce
our impact on the community, using an identifiable brand
that will be recognised by both students and members of
the local community,” says Emily.
“Through this campaign, we will be addressing alcohol,
litter and noise. We have been using a variety of different
methods to reach out to students. So far we have released
posters highlighting the “Shhh” message in all our venues
and have produced bar runners with similar messages on
them to be used on all the counters in our bars.”
“We have also been handing out lollies with “keep quiet”
messages attached to them, providing students with
a consistent reminder about their responsibilities as
members of the community throughout their night out in
our venues. We really hope that in the coming months we
can develop our new campaign in order to further alleviate
the impact of student noise on the community and would
love to hear your feedback on how we are doing!”
Those present also met members of next year’s Students’
Union team - incoming President, Sam Ling and Frankie
Fry, the new Vice-President for Welfare and Communities,
who take up their roles this summer.

8055 3121

Ceno’s Restaurant & Wine Bar
8055 4400
10% loyalty discount off food & drinks, when taken together
(cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer)
Kohinoor Indian Restaurant
8058 2770
Kuti’s, Oxford Street
8022 1585
Noorani, Fair Oak
8060 1901
The Pier Thai Restaurant
8033 9211
20% discount, on mid week, non anniversary days
Sara’s Thai Cuisine, 273 Portswood Road
10% off all meals, including Takeaway

8067 6063

Mango Thai Tapas
10% on food.

8067 9977

Portswood Computers
10% discount

8058 3001

Karen Holloway Beautician	
10% discount

8063 4666

Innervisions
10% discount

8055 5165

Highfield House Hotel
10% off published prices

8055 4223

Lucy’s Cakes
10% off

07796 953952

All the above offers are conditional upon production of a
current HRA membership card at the time.
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WE LOVE SUMMER!
This summer at Ceno relax in our
stylish restaurant or on our newly
extended decked terrace with friends
and family for al fresco brunch, lunch
or dinner. Discover new dishes as well
the regular classics on our fabulous
summer menu and enjoy a refreshing
cocktail with our summer drinks offer.

CHILL OUT WITH A JUG OF ONE OF OUR DELICIOUS COCKTAILS,
WHETHER YOU’RE FLYING THE FLAG FOR ENGLAND IN THE
WORLD CUP OR TRYING TO ESCAPE IT! OUR DELICIOUS JUGS
OF PIMMS, G&T, OR VODKA & CRANBERRY WILL KEEP YOU
AND YOUR FRIENDS COOL WHATEVER THE OCCASION.

All HRA members receive an ongoing 10% discount

when dining out at the restaurant* making eating out at Ceno even more delicious.

CENO – THE PERFECT VENUE FOR THE SUMMER

Visit our website for more details

119, Highfield Lane, Southampton, Hampshire, SO17 1AQ

www.cenorestaurant.com

t. 023 8055 4400 e. info@cenorestaurant.com

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 023 8055 4400

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

HRA Hog roast APPLICATION

I/We would like to join/renew membership of the Highfield Residents’
Association and enclose the subscription of £3.00

I wish to buy tickets as follows:
Saturday 25th June • Time 7.30 p m to 11 p m
at Pavilion Portswood Residents’ Gardens, Abbotts Way

(One subscription covers all members of the household)

Name(s) of adults
Email
Postcode (please include)
Address

Tel No.

Date

£

:

@ £15.00 for non- members who don’t
wish to join the Residents’ Association.

£

:

Vegetarian Options

I enclose my membership fee of
and a voluntary donation of

@ £10.00 per head for Members

£

£ 3 : 00

Please provide your tel. number

:

JOIN HRA when you order your tickets and save money on
every ticket.

Thank you!

This form, together with the subscription, should be sent to Membership Secretary, 5
Marlborough House, 2A Oakmount Ave, SO17 1BX (if by hand, before mid-day); or
can be dropped into ; or can be brought to any HRA social event or meeting. Cheques
should be made payable to Highfield Residents’ Association. Please do not send cash
through the post as it may get lost.

Please send cheques made payable to HRA, together with a stamped selfaddressed envelope, to Nicolla Martin, 5 Marlborough House, 2a, Oakmount Ave.
SO17 1BX

Newsletter Team: Jerry Gillen and Caroline Knight. Assistance from David Bothwell and Stephen Ashfield.
Contributions welcome. Please send to thesecretary@highfieldresidents.co.uk in Microsoft Word format.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of Highfield Residents’ Association or its members.
Printed by The Print Centre, University of Southampton 023 8059 3603
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