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Newsletter - Autumn 2009

CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PARTY
We are holding our 5th annual Christmas party for local children

Saturday 12th December 1.45pm – 5.00pm
at Portswood School
Tickets are £5.00 for the children of members and £7.00 for non-member children.
Please note that a parent or other responsible adult must accompany children.
Application form on back page. Please note change of venue this year.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – AUTUMN 09

Members, friends and residents, we
have been busy since our last issue
and, I think, can claim to have made
significant progress. Listed below are
some of our recent achievements:Residents’ Parking Scheme
This has now been successfully
implemented and we have received
many expressions of gratitude. Whilst
it is not to everyone’s satisfaction, it is
nevertheless accepted as being an
improvement and will be subject to
review in the future.
Students Union 3.00am Licence
Application
The Cube nightclub is on the Highfield
Campus and in the middle of two
major
residential
areas.
The
application was refused by the City
Licensing Panel on 24th September
who accepted we had proved a
“causal link” with the able help of our
Barrister, Sarah Clover of No 5
Chamber, who represented both HRA
and East Bassett RA on the day.
Sarah has written about the case later
in the Newsletter. As we go to press it
is expected the SU will appeal the
decision which will mean another
hearing before the City’s Magistrates
in due course.
28 Brookvale Road
The first appeal against an
Enforcement Order for the main house
was refused at a Public Inquiry on
22nd July following representations
from both this Association and
Portswood Residents Gardens R A.

28A Brookvale Road
There is another Public Inquiry for “the
bungalow in the back garden” on
Tuesday 3rd November at the Civic
Centre.
As this has been so
contentious over a period of years, the
Association has been “joined in” with
the council as a third party. HRA will
be represented at the hearing by
HRA’s Planning Committee Member,
Adrian Vinson, with preparation
provided by Sarah Clover.
1 Crofton Close
We understand there is to be a Public
Inquiry for the appeal against an
Enforcement
Order
for
the
reinstatement of the garage on
Tuesday 19th January.
It is
disappointing that we should find
ourselves in this position after an
earlier Public Inquiry and separate
Informal Hearing relating to another
property in Crofton Close found in the
Association’s favour. The importance
of protecting a Planning Condition
applied by the Council at the time of
the development was recognised. We
consider the preservation of this
Condition to be of such significance
that we will once again be represented
by No 5 Chambers.
HMO Campaign
‘Houses of Multiple Occupation’ was
widely covered in our last issue as the
timing was leading up to the
Government’s formal consultation
period. This period has expired and
the matter is now being considered by
the Secretary of State, John Denham MP,
continued on p2...
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...continued from p1

who has campaigned along with Alan Whitehead MP for
regulation. The Government is expected to issue a formal
response in November and the Minister’s provisional
statement is encouraging.
The City Council’s Private Housing Dept. is currently
undertaking a survey of all city HMOs and residents are
asked to notify them where they know of any: the definition
is “three or more unrelated people” living together as a
single household. However, if an owner/occupier only takes
one or two lodgers then they do not need to register.
Housing can be contacted on 023 8083 2606 or by email
housing.renewal@southampton.gov.uk
Community Action Forum
In conjunction with at least twelve other RAs in the north
of the city, and some financial assistance from the Grass
Roots Community fund, HRA is supporting this umbrella
group in being reconstituted as North Southampton
Community Forum. This will give an additional voice for
local RAs and provide an overall response to matters of
concern for this wider area of the city.
It has already participated in the HMO campaign and is
currently looking at launching a campaign against binge
drinking, excessive opening hours and anti-social
behaviour. It will also seek to have the constituency
boundary for Bassett included in Southampton, rather
than Romsey.
In conjunction with the City Council the Forum also
facilitates Public Liability Insurance for all of its members,
including ourselves.

Professional Assistance
We have increasingly found it to be necessary, in the
interests of preserving and protecting Highfield, to engage
the assistance of professional help, particularly in relation
to Planning and Licensing. This does not mean that we
are always in opposition to the council or developer, for
we can also on occasion provide them with valuable
support, whilst ensuring that our own interests are
Following an introduction from NORA
protected.
(National Organisation of RAs) and a presentation by
Sarah Clover of No 5 Chambers at a public meeting last
year, she/they agreed to act for us on a Public Access
basis. It is not that there are no local Chambers who
could have served us equally well, in fact we sought the
involvement of a local Chambers after becoming
acquainted at a previous court hearing, but were told we
had to apply to the Bar Council to be licensed for direct
access. This I duly did, twice, but they did not consider us
to be competent to instruct directly.
Direct access is far more efficient and economical than
having to go through a Solicitor first, the usual route
required. We are very grateful to No 5 for offering us this
facility: they are prepared to extend this service to any of
our members. There is a separate piece on how to go
about this, by No 5, later in this Newsletter. I should
perhaps add that on the six occasions Sarah/No 5 have
acted for us we have prevailed in every case thus far!

OAKMOUNT TRIANGLE BOOK SALE AND COFFEE MORNING

On Saturday October 17th The Oakmount Triangle
Residents Association held a book sale and coffee
morning in Blenheim Avenue to raise funds for the
association. People were invited to donate books that
they no longer wanted and hundreds of books were given
as people took the opportunity to make space on their
bookshelves. There was a good range of fiction as well as

travel, biographies and cookery books. On the day there
was a good turn-out as residents called in for a cup of
coffee, a piece of cake and a browse through the books
for sale as well as a chat and catch-up with neighbours.
The event was a great success and as well as being an
enjoyable morning a substantial amount was raised for
the association.

NO 5 CHAMBERS AND PUBLIC ACCESS

Barristers were once thought of as stuffy and remote; their
image as traditional and dusty as the wigs and gowns that
they are always thought of as wearing. But that image has
changed. The Public Access system of instructing
barristers for certain types of civil work was introduced in
2004, and, slowly but surely, it is changing the public
perception and experience of barristers.
Ordinary people, from any walk of life, now have the
possibility of instructing barristers in the same way that
they would approach a solicitor or a doctor. For a wide
range of legal issues, a member of the public can now
contact barristers' chambers directly for one-to-one
contact with a specialist barrister of their choice. Now that
it is no longer necessary to approach barristers
exclusively through a solicitor, many people are finding
that it is quicker and cheaper to obtain legal advice and
representation directly from a barrister. Contrary to
traditional opinion, barristers are approachable and their
experience in going to court with clients makes them easy
to deal with, quick-thinking and highly cost effective.
Barristers also commonly favour fixed fees, meaning that

the "meter" is not constantly running and the cost of legal
work is known in advance, which provides greater
certainty and peace of mind for many clients. Initial
analysis of a case to see if it is suitable for Public Access
is free.
No 5 Chambers has a specialist team of Public Access
barristers, practising in very many fields of legal work,
including planning, property and boundary disputes,
contractual, financial and business issues. Our barristers
have already worked on several occasions with the
Highfield Residents' Association and we are proud of the
results we have been able to achieve for them.

Contact No 5 Chambers' Practice Director, Tony McDaid,
who would be very happy to discuss with you what No 5
could achieve for you.
No 5 Chambers, 5 Fountain Court,
Steelhouse Lane, Birmingham, B4 6DR,
Tel: 0845 210 5555,
Email: info@no5.com
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MAYFLOWER

As the son of a city whose history is nowadays obscured
by its present preoccupations - shopping, generally - I’ve
always been interested in the uncelebrated connections
between places. In the summer of 2001, I made my first
visit to Provincetown, on Cape Cod. This former whaling
port sits at the very tip of the Cape, held out into the
Atlantic. The philosopher of Walden Pond, Henry David
Thoreau, called it “This bare and bended arm...A man
may stand there and put all America behind him”. Its
relationship to the sea, and to history, fascinated me then,
and still does.
For anyone born and bred in Southampton – a city which
also looks out proudly to the sea – the water ought to be
a perennial presence: the sound of foghorns on a misty
autumnal morning, or the incessant traffic on
Southampton Water, an age-old conduit of immigration
and emigration. But the contemporary separation of the
city from its waterside seems to symbolise an almost wilful
denial of its past. Given that physical disconnection, most
people would be forgiven for not knowing that
Southampton was the starting point for one of the most
famous passages of migration in modern history – the
sailing of the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620.
Admittedly, the Mayflower had to put into Plymouth for
repairs before she actually made it across the Atlantic –
hence Devon’s claim to that fame. But just as the
religious exiles’ arrival in the New World has long been
celebrated by Plymouth, Massachusetts, so Provincetown
has been overlooked as their original landing place.
A century ago, in 1910, Provincetown corrected this
historical lacuna in grand style by erecting a huge granite
tower, styled after Siena’s more famous campanile. This
strange, semi-industrial chimney set on a sandy hill now
looms over the tip of the Cape, a visible reproof to
Plymouth across the bay. Southampton’s rather more
modest memorial to the same event sits at the foot of its
city walls: a somewhat forlorn column facing the equally
neglected Mayflower Park across the street.
How do we remember the past, or choose what is worth
remembering? Southampton’s apparent reluctance to lay
claim to its own narrative has long been a source of
disgruntlement to its more historically-minded citizens.
But there are new moves to correct that impression. In
2010, a series of metal plaques, designed by the

renowned artist Gary
Breeze (and written by
myself) will be installed in
the newly paved stretch
of the High Street from
the Bargate down to the
Water Gate. Each text
will commemorate a key
date in the city’s history –
from
the
ancient
establishment of the
Roman
port
of
Clausentum,
to
the
contemporary work of the
National Oceanographic
Centre in the docks.
The intention is to
recreate Southampton’s
story
in
overheard
conversations and sound
bites, gleaned from
historical documents and
oral history: events such as the sacking of the Saxon town
of Hamtun by the Vikings; the sailing of Henry V’s army for
Agincourt; the construction of the town’s Victorian docks;
its heyday as a Georgian spa; the apocalyptic bombings
of the Blitz; and the victory of D-Day. Doubtless there’ll be
arguments over what has and has not been included. But
as quizzical shoppers walk over these eccentric pieces of
street furniture, they may be reminded why Southampton
deserves more than a footnote in the history books - if
you’ll excuse the pun.

Philip Hoare’s book, Leviathan or, The Whale, won the
2009 BBC Samuel Johnson Prize for non-fiction. He lives
and works in Southampton.
Friday 13 November, at 7.30 pm - Discovery Centre in
Winchester - Philip Hoare will be showing three short films
on whales and discussing his whale experiences.
Saturday 16 January at 2pm - Royal Victoria Country
Park, Netley - Philip Hoare will be discussing the history
of Netley's military hospital, with photographs and film.

STUDENTS UNION – THE CUBE NIGHTCLUB

Highfield and East Bassett Residents Associations joined
forces to secure a victory with the Southampton Licensing
Authority on 24th September 2009, in resisting an
application by Southampton University Student Union to
extend the hours of their nightclub, "The Cube" to 3.00
am. Student Union representatives claimed their licensed
premises needed to compete with the big City nightclubs
in order to survive, and this meant allowing The Cube to
trade later, plus allowing students entry later than the
current 11.30 pm. For residents, this spelled an
unacceptable extension of the misery already suffered, of
noise and disturbance when the students turn out of the
Club and go home through local roads. The residents
have challenged the licensing of the club in the past, and
had not agreed to the Club opening until the current hour
of 2.00am. An extension until 3.00 am was therefore an
intolerable prospect for all those living on the students'
routes home.

The Union stated residents were mistaken in blaming The
Cube patrons for any noise and disturbance, claiming
culprits could have come from other directions and
outlets. The Licensing Committee deciding the case
rejected this claim, and found a clear link (causal link)
between the patrons of The Cube and the problems
suffered by local residents. As a result, they refused the
application for the extended hours, although they did
permit extending the last entry hour to 12.30 am. For all
the Associations and local residents involved this
represented a real victory; won as a result of co-ordinated
team work and the joint instruction of specialist legal
representation in the form of a Public Access Barrister
from No 5 Chambers.
Those present at the hearing said how impressed they
were with our Barrister Sarah Clover’s presentation and
handling of the case and felt it was entirely her skill and
expertise that enabled us to prevail on the day.
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NUFFIELD THEATRE

play and a scathingly funny lampoon on both
hypochondria and the ‘quack’ medical profession. Argan
is a perfectly healthy, wealthy gentleman, convinced that
he is seriously ill. So obsessed is he with medicinal
tinkerings and tonics that he is blind to the goings on in his
own household…

The Nuffield Theatre, situated on the University of
Southampton’s campus, is one of the South’s leading
producing theatres. Recognised as a major force in British
theatre, it creates award-winning productions which
frequently tour nationally and sometimes internationally.
The theatre also plays host to some of the world’s best
national and international touring companies.
The Nuffield's focus as a centre of creativity in
Southampton remains its highest priority and it offers
numerous opportunities for adults and children to
participate in theatre activities that enrich, educate and
simply entertain. As the days get colder and the nights
start drawing in, there’s plenty to keep you and your family
entertained!
For the first time in two years, the Nuffield Theatre Writers’
Group is auditioning for new members. If you’ve ever
wanted to write a play for the theatre, or a radio drama for
the BBC, this is your chance! The group meets every
other Thursday (6.30pm – 8.30pm) for two years, and is
completely free of charge. Former members of the
Writers’ Group have had plays performed at venues such
as The Nuffield itself, the National Theatre, in the West
End and on BBC Radio 4. Interviews will be held in the run
up to Christmas and a new group will begin in the New
Year. To apply please contact Alison Thurley at
alison.thurley@nuffieldtheatre.co.uk
English Touring Theatre’s irrepressibly funny new
adaptation of Moliere’s The Hypochondriac is a tonic
guaranteed to lift the spirits (Tuesday 10 – Saturday 14
November). Adapted by Liverpool’s Poet Laureate Roger
McGough, this cunning and witty new production has
been a hit with audiences and critics alike.
The Hypochondriac was French playwright Molière’s last

One of the best loved
children’s stories of all
time comes to life this
Christmas as Ratty, Mole,
Badger and Toad embark
upon a glorious whirlwind
of irresistible adventure in
The Wind in the Willows
(Thursday 26 November
– Saturday 9 January,
various times). Don’t miss
this enchanting riverbank
tale, which, in traditional
Nuffield style, will be filled
with madcap lunacy,
marvellous music, and a
magical story to delight
‘children’ of all ages!

The new Nuffield brochure will be available at Christmas
time with full details of the new spring season. For further
information about the theatre and its programme, and to
book tickets for the current season, please visit
www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk or call the box office on 023
8067 1771.

WINTER WARMERS AT
TURNER SIMS

In the season of dark nights,
hot pots and big jumpers,
Turner Sims Southampton
is ready to brighten up
winter with more fantastic
classical, jazz, world music
and folk.
Look out for Jazz @ Turner
Sims as Roberto Fonseca
hots things up with his jazz funk and soul straight from the
heart of Cuba, and Clint Eastwood’s son Kyle performs
vibrant, catchy urban jazz with his outstanding band –
plus Clare Teal gets us ready for a ‘swinging’ Christmas
with her Festive Fiesta.
If you’re after a special Sunday afternoon then search no
further as extraordinary 21-year-old violinist Chloe
Hanslip joins us in November, and Joglaresa bring us
Christmas with a difference in December as they present
tales of polar bears, princesses, snow, firesides, trickery
and love – and don’t forget your free cup of tea and slice
of cake!
Other highlights include a rare chance to hear all five
quartets by Philip Glass performed by The Smith Quartet,
BBC Folk Award-winner Chris Wood, and renowned
recorder player Michala Petri.
Full season details are available at www.turnersims.co.uk
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HOG ROAST

On Saturday 19th September HRA was blessed with the
warm and balmy September day that they had hoped for
when planning their Hog Roast. The event was held in
The Pavilion at The Residents’ Gardens and was
attended by 70 guests. The hog roast was provided by
Uptons of Bassett and expertly carved and served by
Paolo and his wife. The meat and crackling were delicious
and were accompanied by stuffing and apple sauce. The
organising committee provided salads and puddings. As
the evening was so pleasant most of the guests were able
to sit outside and make the most of the exceptionally
warm weather.

INSPIRATION IN ART

Gil Dekel who lives with wife
Natalie, and daughter YaelLouise, in Westwood Road
was featured in an earlier
edition of the newsletter. He
was awarded a PhD in the
field of inspiration in art, by
Chancellor of Portsmouth
University and well-known
actor and author Sheila
Hancock, on 15th July 2009.
Gil’s PhD research has
opened people's minds to the

possibility of a public access to the inner ‘treasures’ of
creativity which are embodied in everyone no matter what
his/her background or skills are.
Through practical arts workshops, Gil has demonstrated
that simplicity of daily actions and understanding can
bridge cultures and can bring more creative thinking. The
research invites people to question what they truly know
about themselves, and provides practical yet simple tools
by which people can learn to be more creative.
Gil is now organizing art workshops designed to better
integrate asylum seekers in Southampton.
He can be contacted via www.poeticmind.co.uk

In March 2008, the City
Council
adopted
a
Management Plan for the
Oakmount
Triangle
Conservation Area identifying
those features which give the
area its special character and
providing guidance which the
City Council takes into
account
in
determining
planning applications. The Plan specifies that Oakmount
Triangle Residents' Association (OTRA) should monitor
development and annually prepare a report. The first of
these reports was discussed and agreed at OTRA's
Annual General Meeting at the end of October and sent to
the City Council for its consideration.
26 planning applications have been made since the
Conservation Area was designated in August 2005; two
for new houses on in-fill plots, one for substantial
extension of an existing house and the remainder for
alterations such as new windows and vehicle hardstanding in front gardens. OTRA's report finds that the

City Council's decisions on these applications have
respected what is said in the Plan, and recognises that
City officers have often negotiated with applicants’
amendments to initial proposals to take greater account of
guidance in the Plan. The report concludes that by and
large the developments and changes that have taken
place have respected the character of the area, and some
have been an improvement. (See photograph)
The process of preparing the report gave a welcome
opportunity for OTRA to meet City officers and talk about
issues of concern. These concerns included clarifying
when planning permission is needed for installation of
satellite dishes.
Though still early days, the Management Plan is proving
to be a useful tool in protecting the character of the
Triangle. It has drawn attention to the little things that give
the area its character. It reminds residents that seemingly
small and insignificant changes, such as removal of frontgarden walls and planting, insensitive replacement
windows and removal of unused chimneys, have an
unintended cumulative effect on the character of the area.
Graham Linecar

Lana Smith, of Westbourne
Crescent, has taken a year out to
go travelling around the world and
at the beginning of October she
had arrived on the Pacific island of
The timing was
Samoa.
unfortunate as she found herself in
the middle of the recent tsunami.

Lana slept through the warning and woke to find herself
alone. She texted her father for advice and after he told
her to “make for higher ground” she managed to hitch a
ride with a man taking his family to safety in a pickup
truck. Luckily Lana survived unscathed, not everyone was
so fortunate, and has stayed on to offer help to the locals
as they set about rebuilding their bit of paradise.

MONITORING DEVELOPMENT IN THE OAKMOUNT TRIANGLE
CONSERVATION AREA

HIGHFIELD WOMAN IN SAMOAN TSUNAMI
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WESTWOOD ROAD WELCOMES goPHYSIO TO THE AREA

goPhysio, which has been established since 2001, offer a
range of interventions, services and advice aimed at
maintaining, restoring and improving function and
movement and thereby maximising quality of lives. They
have developed a professional, honest treatment
approach which focuses on treating the underlying cause
of your problem not just the symptoms. They can get you
back to full fitness as quickly as possible, helping to
prevent re-occurrence and avoiding lengthy, expensive
courses of treatment.
This exclusive clinic is situated in a convenient location
close to Southampton City Centre just off The Avenue,
providing convenient access to physiotherapy for the
surrounding population. With ample free parking, a
spacious treatment room and luxurious surroundings, the
clinic is well equipped.
goPhysio would like to offer members of the HRA a 10%
discount off of their 1st appointment upon production of
their membership card.
To make an appointment, please call 023 8025 3317
or for further details go to
www.gophysiotherapy.co.uk

A local, well-established,
private
physiotherapy
company, offering the very
best
in
physiotherapy,
whatever the problem, has just
moved into the Highfield area.
goPhysio has been operating
from within the exclusive
Dental Confidence clinic at 24
Westwood
Road
since
Summer 2009. This grand &
inviting Victorian House is one of the few remaining
original properties in the area. Over the years, it has
served Peter and Kerri Sanders well as a beautiful family
home, despite frequent advances from property
developers. More recently Peter and Kerri have
transformed it into an exclusive and stylish Dental Implant
Centre, from where goPhysio is delighted to now be
operating from. Having seen Paul Baker (Director of
goPhysio) for an injury at one of his other locations, Peter
was impressed with goPhsyio’s professional service and
expert treatment. With space available at his clinic in
Highfield, he thought it would be an excellent opportunity
for goPhysio to expand.

JUNIOR HRA

HRA is keen to involve younger residents of Highfield in
our organisation and to find out what we could do to help
them keep informed of activities in the area. We have
included an article by Eric Saboya Age 14 in this issue of
the newsletter and hope that this might inspire other
young people to submit articles photographs, poems and
information about up-coming events in the area.

We would also like to include a junior members’ section
on our website. Eric has given us some suggestions
about links that we could put on the site and again we
would welcome any ideas that might be helpful to the
younger members of our community.

The summer holidays have gone quite quickly, and once
again there was hardly any sun, and thanks to the bankers
of the world we now can’t go on exotic holidays. So we are
all stuck indoors watching TV or “facebooking”. There’s
nothing to do for the average teenager. Or is there?
A few weeks ago when it was raining, I too was bored. So
I looked on the internet and came across a rather
interesting exhibition. ‘The World of Top Gear’, at
Beaulieu. So I went down there and found the exhibition
was humorous and just brilliant. If you watch “Dave” you
will recognise some of the cars they have. Including
Jeremy’s and Richard’s amphibious cars that they
attempted to cross the Channel with, the famous stretch
limos, marvel at how tall Jeremy really is, and the police
cars. There’s also the Toyota Artic Hilux and the Suzuki
Liana which many celebs have used. However the ‘World
of Top Gear’ was not the only exhibition there, there was
also a James Bond one, with actual props from some of
the films. But this is only the tip of the iceberg; you could
also go and visit the motor museum as well, see the
Abbey, the house and visit the secret army exhibition. This
is alright if you like cars and WWII; if you don’t, sorry I
couldn’t find anything else you might find interesting.
So next time it’s raining and you are bored, look on the
internet for any local events going on, if you can’t find any,
carry on “facebooking”…
www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu/topgear
Eric Saboya

Ceno’s Restaurant & Wine Bar
8055 4400
10% loyalty discount off food & drinks, when taken together
(cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer)

WORLD OF TOP GEAR

OFFERS FOR MEMBERS

Kohinoor Indian Restaurant
8058 2770
8022 1585
Kuti’s, Oxford Street
Noorani, Fair Oak
8060 1901
The Pier Thai Restaurant
8033 9211
20% discount, on mid week, non anniversary days
Sara’s Thai Cuisine, 273 Portswood Road
10% off all meals, including Takeaway
Mango Thai Tapas
10% on food.

Portswood Computers
10% discount

8067 6063

8067 9977
8058 3001

Karen Holloway Beautician
10% discount

8063 4666

Innervisions
10% discount

8055 5165

8033 0749
Rozie@47- florist
10% discount on direct orders and shop purchases

Highfield House Hotel
10% off published prices
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8055 4223

All the above offers are conditional upon production of a
current HRA membership card at the time.
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POLICING HIGHFIELD IN THE ‘FIFTIES’

Of course this was in the days before radios and mobile
phones. Our means of communication was by phone. Police
pillars and boxes with flashing lights were located at various
points and you were allocated a time to ring every hour with a
leeway of two minutes either way. If your station wanted to
contact you the pillar lights were flashed.
So you were left to your own devices if you wanted to contact
your station in an emergency. As a rookie constable one night
I saw a burglar flashing a torch around a room in a large
house in Winn Road. I ran to the nearest telephone kiosk,
dialled 999 to alert my colleagues who attended immediately.
It was when they arrived I was told the house was in fact the
offices of a large building company and the burglar was in fact
the night watchman on his rounds! It took ages for him to
open up what with all the locks and chains. It sounded very
much like a scene from the Goon Show, a popular radio show
at that time.
Once, I was the cause of awakening the residents of a large
area of Highfield, especially those living in the area close to
Westbourne Mansions. I can remember it was well after
midnight and a bitterly cold winter night with a very deep frost.
As I was passing Westbourne Mansions I could smell gas,
and in those days gas could be very explosive. I summoned
assistance and was duly joined by my sergeant and the
emergency driver. The driver, with a lit cigarette in his hand
was very dismissive. “I can’t smell any gas” he said, but he
quickly changed his mind and couldn’t stub out the cigarette
quickly enough! A gas inspector arrived and then called out a
crew to locate the source of the gas leak. At about 2.00am
they started opening up the road with pneumatic drills and all
the houselights started coming on. It was found that the hard
frost had seeped down into the earth and fractured the main.
The postscript to this event occurred a few days later when a
lady in Portswood Road who recognized me and thanked me
for saving the lives of the Highfield residents!
These were the early days of my Police Service, which gave
me valuable experience. I served a total of twenty-five years,
all within the Southampton area. It was totally different to
policing today, but I suspect people would like to see a return
of the beat bobby.
Bill Ainslie

I joined the Southampton
Borough Police Force in
1954 having served as a
cadet and then as an
RAF policeman during
my two year National
Service conscription.
Following my threetraining
at
month
Folkestone, I was posted
Picture courtesy of Southampton
to Portswood Police
Archives Service
Station for patrol duties.
Portswood
Police
Station,
(pictured
above) at that time, was an old Victorian building located in
Portswood Road opposite the small restaurant adjoining
Lloyds Bank on the corner of Highfield Lane.
Highfield was divided into two patrol beats. With a common
boundary of Highfield Lane, the southernmost beat (No 3)
was the area between Portswood Road, Gordon Avenue, The
Avenue and Lovers Walk to Highfield Lane and (No 4) Lovers
Walk to Burgess Road, Broadlands Road and Portswood
Road to Highfield Lane. Each was a foot patrol, but invariably
was coupled and became a cycle beat with 7 Beat, the whole
of The Common as well!
A shift pattern was worked with eight hours on patrol involving
traffic control and school crossing duties.
Of course, except for Portswood Road, the area was mainly
residential with little opportunity of detecting crime whilst on
patrol. Probably the most heinous crime likely to come to your
notice was cycling on Lovers Walk, a local by-law offence with
a maximum fine of £2.00! However the miscreant was usually
let off with a warning.
One duty involved visiting unoccupied houses, which you
were required to visit at least once during your eight hours.
One cloudy moonlit night I was visiting a very old Gothic like
house with glass bead curtains in Winn Road. It was like a set
for a horror film. As I walked crunching down the gravel drive
the moon came out from behind a cloud and an owl hooted.
The hair at the back of my neck stood up. Needless to say, I
did not visit that house that night!
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

I/We would like to join/renew membership of the Highfield Residents’ Association and enclose the subscription of £3.00
(One subscription covers all members of the household)

Name(s) of adults

I enclose my membership fee of

Postcode (please include)

£ 3 : 00

and a voluntary donation of

£

Date

Address

:

Thank you!

Email

Tel No.

This form, together with the subscription, should be sent to Membership Secretary, 5 Marlborough House, 2A Oakmount Ave, SO17 1BX (if by hand,
before mid-day); or can be dropped into Highfield News, 54 Highfield Lane; or can be brought to any HRA social event or meeting. Cheques should
be made payable to Highfield Residents’ Association. Please do not send cash through the post as it may get lost.

I wish to buy Childrens’ Christmas Party tickets on 12th December as follows:
tickets @ £5.00 for members’ children
tickets @ £7.00 for non-members’ children
Name(s) and age(s) of child(ren) attending [children up to and including year 5]
:
I enclose cheque/cash for total of £
Please send to Philip Banyard, 25 Khartoum Road, Highfield. Cheques should be made
payable to Highfield Residents’ Association. Please do not send cash through the post as it may get lost.

Newsletter Team: Jerry Gillen and Caroline Knight. Assistance from David Bothwell and Stephen Ashfield.
Contributions welcome. Please send to thesecretary@highfieldresidents.co.uk in Microsoft Word format.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of Highfield Residents’ Association or its members.
Printed by The Print Centre, University of Southampton 023 8059 3603
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