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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY 19TH APRIL - 7:30pm
HIGHFIELD HOUSE HOTEL
“QUESTION TIME”

WITH A PANEL OF PEOPLE REPRESENTING
THE POLICE, THE UNIVERSITY AND THE LOCAL COUNCIL
FOLLOWED BY COMPLIMENTARY DRINKS
Please submit your questions at least 1 week prior to the meeting by emailing
thesecretary@highfieldresidents.org.uk or dropping them in at Highfield News

Chairman’s REPORT
Members, Residents and Friends of
HRA,
as we prepare for our AGM in April it
is now time for me to write my final
report as Chairman of our Association.
I have now served three full terms plus
this extra year, having also had to step
up mid-term during my time as Vice
Chair, so I must now have been at the
helm for some 12 years in total.
I listed many of our achievements in
the last edition of our Newsletter so I
don’t really want to repeat myself again
here except, perhaps, to highlight the
importance of communities working
together to protect and preserve their
areas as cohesive and sustainable
places to live and work. This is amply
illustrated by the number of newly
formed Residents’ Groups across the
city in recent times. To achieve this,
one first has to have an active and
committed community group prepared
to take on officialdom and to lobby
those in authority; something in which
I believe we have been particularly
successful. At a national level there is
no better example than the introduction
of controls over HMOs, the current
consultation being undertaken by
the Council following ten years of
lobbying by this Association of both
Government and the Local Authority.
It is acknowledged that Southampton’s
campaign created the tipping point that
finally convinced the last Government
of the need for action.

Locally, our “Common Sense” group
has at last persuaded the Council to
clear away dead trees and undergrowth
on The Little Common enabling it
to be opened up for community use
once again and restoring the ancient
woodland. Perhaps a third example of
something that has also had an impact
on the wider community is the creation
of the two Conservation Areas within
Highfield which are further examples
of what can be achieved by people
working together, as with the recent
introduction of Residents’ Parking
Zones locally.
I imagine we all hope to have made a
positive difference in our endeavours
and in this regard I hope I have been
able to contribute to our community in
some modest way. I plan to remain on
the Committee, if they will have me,
and I shall continue as Chairman of the
North So’ton Community Forum and as
Vice Chair of the National Organisation
of Residents’ Associations (NORA). I
shall continue to be involved in the
Lighter Later campaign, an all party
issue, and to liaise with the DCLG
over aspects of the new Localism Bill,
in particular to seek a more robust
and effective mechanism to prevent
pre-emption of the proper planning
process and to seek stronger powers
for enforcement of breaches.
Perhaps I might leave you with this
definition of the five stages of “A
Project”, which has often seemed so
continued on p2...

...continued from p1

What next for the local
property market?

apposite when campaigning...
1. One commences with - Enthusiasm,
2. This is usually followed by - Disillusionment,
3. Then - Panic,
4. Followed by - Search for someone to take the blame,
5. Then finally - Praise for the non participant.
Thank you all for your support during my term in office
and please do continue to participate in your community
by membership of HRA.
Jerry Gillen
Chairman (Retiring!)

With continued mixed messages
from the media over the national
property market Lee Turner,
Sales Director for Pearsons
London Road, gives an insight
into local conditions.
With winter coming to a close and the New Year well and
truly ushered in, the local market conditions appear to
remain stable with continued demand for sensibly priced
property.
Highfield benefits from so many influential factors that even
in the most challenging market conditions we noticed that
any fluctuations in prices were comparatively low when
considered in context with the wider market throughout
Southampton.
Highfield has an excellent infrastructure with the local
schooling being extremely well regarded, extensive dayto-day shopping facilities and very convenient travel
communications. There is still very much a strength of
community which only adds to the demand in this area.
Looking ahead, with all these positive factors in mind and
demand continuing to outstrip supply, the expected local
conditions remain favourable.
We are currently experiencing significant demand for all
property types locally, with some homes having been sold
within days of them coming to the market.
We are always happy to provide up-to-date advice on
marketing and homes values and would welcome the
opportunity to be of service if required.
Pearsons 02380 233288

OCTOBER BOOKs
We also sponsor local events including the recent
Southampton Seed Swap. As well as the shop in
Portswood we also have Southampton University Avenue
Campus Bookstalls and often have stalls at other events.
Don’t be fooled by the name of our shop as we stock a
great deal more than just books. We sell audio books,
stamps and organic food/drinks: calendars (with reductions
on 2012 calendars), T-Shirts with alternative messages,
diaries, green goods and stationery. There is also a wide
variety of magazines on sale at the shop.
We stock a wide range of Free Trade goods with everything
from pencils to cotton bags, chocolate bars to coffee and
toiletries to teabags.
We’re always on the look-out for part-time unpaid
volunteers to help out at the shop, whether it be working
on the till or helping with administrative duties. If you are
interested please don’t hesitate to contact us. Either use
the contact details given below or come into the shop and
ask for an application form.
October Books is at 243 Portswood Road, Southampton
SO17 2NG, we’re open from 9am to 6pm, call us on
023 8058 1030, email us at info@octoberbooks.org and
we’re online at www.octoberbooks.org or “Like” us on
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/pages/OctoberBooks/251179198255133

October Books in Portswood Road is far more than
your ordinary common or garden bookseller. We’re an
independent community bookshop run on a not-for-profit
co-operative basis with a strong emphasis on ethics. All
profits are simply ploughed back into the business.
This year we celebrate 35 years since we opened our
shop in Onslow Road. The founder members were very
politically active but in 1981 we became a neighbourhood
co-operative and independent from any one political
organisation becoming more of a community-based
radical bookshop. We moved to our current (and much
larger) premises in April 2003 and expanded our range of
stock to cover a more general theme but not forgetting our
traditional radical stock range.
We stock a wide range of books meaning there is definitely
something for everyone at October Books. Whether it be
the latest best-sellers, the classics, children’s books (we
even have some toys for your children to play with while
making that all-important decision about what to buy) or
travel guides you won’t be disappointed.
However, we also stock a wide selection of books about
the LGBT community, Vegan issues, adoption and politics.
If you’re a student then you’ll be amazed at how our
selection of books can help you with your studies. If the
book you’re looking for isn’t currently in stock then we’ll
gladly order it for you.
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PLANNING ACTIVITY
Office.  The shop has been converted from a convenience
store to an estate agents without the relevant planning
permission being sought. As a result, HRA reported
the matter to the Planning Department. Since then an
application has been submitted and HRA have written to
express their concerns about how this type of development
could put the long term future of the Post Office at risk.

It has been a busy time for HRA who have been actively
responding to a number of planning applications and
developments that could have a considerable impact
on the future of our area. As Sainsbury’s begins to take
shape and prepares for opening, it has submitted variation
applications governing its basic operations including
opening and closing times, how the car park could be
used and the sale of alcohol. Many of these issues were
previously decided at the time permission was originally
granted for the store; however Sainsbury’s now want the
store to operate for longer.
As Portswood is our District retail centre, we have tried to
balance the increased choice, convenience and economic
boost the store will bring to the area with protecting the
viability of small traders and minimising the environmental
impact on local residents. To this end, HRA opposed
Sainsbury’s application to open an in-store pharmacy,
contrary to their original undertakings, and its request to
extend its opening to 07:00 to 23:00 Monday to Saturday
and 09:00 to 17:00 on Sundays. To ensure some
guaranteed tranquillity to surrounding properties and for
those living on the main tributaries to and from the store,
we also opposed the car park being used earlier then
30 minutes prior to opening and 60 minutes after store
closing and asked for restrictions on deliveries outside
of store opening times to be retained. In a separate
licensing application, Sainsbury’s asked for permission
to sell and serve alcohol from 06.00-00.00 every day of
the week. HRA gave evidence to the licensing committee
raising concerns about what was proposed. As a result of
our submissions, the application was amended to restrict
sales for a shorter period and the request to serve alcohol
on the premises was removed completely.
Sainsbury’s have also submitted a new application to
convert the existing garage on St Denys Road into a
petrol station. Although a previous application had been
refused, some amendments have been made to the plans
in an attempt to mitigate some of the previous concerns.
Nevertheless, HRA felt that the fundamental concerns
about the impact on the neighbouring properties, including
an established children’s nursery, and the adverse impact
on traffic flows meant we opposed this new development
too. Decisions on both these planning applications have
yet to be reached.

Local Primary School parking problems resolved
Two of our vitally important community institutions,
Portswood Primary School and Highfield Church of
England Primary School continue to go from strength to
strength.
Both have
just had their key stage
2 results published
(tests sat by 11 year
olds) and both did
exceptionally well. This
is a huge credit to the
staff, parents, governors
and pupils alike. We
are also delighted to
report that the longstanding problems with
staff parking at Highfield
Primary have now been
resolved. After lobbying
by HRA and other groups
the local authority has
issued the school with
a number of subsidised
parking permits.
Over 40 possible planning infringements reported
HRA has compiled and submitted to The Council a list of
over 40 potential planning infringements in many of the
roads immediately surrounding the university. We wait to
see the response to these concerns before extending our
net wider.
Lidl
It is to the regret of some local residents, particularly those
on a modest income, that Lidl have decided to withdraw
from trying to open a store on the site of Portswood Cycles
and bordering Westridge Road. It is appreciated there
was also some vocal opposition to this scheme and it is
understood that Lidl are now looking for an alternative site
within our area.

Portswood Post Office under threat?
Thanks to our members we were given early notification
of the changes to the shop attached to Portswood’s Post

HMOs
As we go to press, the Council is concluding the
Consultation process and is introducing a Supplementary
Planning Document to accompany the Article 4 Direction
which comes into effect in March. This means any new
HMO will now first have to apply for Planning Permission.
If you have any planning or licensing queries, or would like
some basic advice on a planning application, then please
contact Keith Reed on 80552849 or keithareed@yahoo.
co.uk HRA’s planning reports, submissions and letters are
available at www.highfieldresidentsassociation.org.uk
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Introducing Simon Buston – Ranger Team Leader
Simon took up post as Ranger Team Leader in July
2011. He is based at Holly Lodge Depot and leads the
team that looks after the day to day maintenance on The
Common and in The Old Cemetery. The Rangers are part
of the Natural Environment Team within the Parks and
Street Cleansing section of Southampton City Council.
Simon’s team deals with a variety of tasks including litter
picking and bin emptying, maintaining the grass and
vegetation, inspecting and repairing infrastructure, and
working with the Local Community and Friends Groups on
improvement tasks. The Team also has responsibilities in
the Greenways on the west side of Southampton, including
within Lordsdale, Lordswood, Monksbrook, Rollesbrook,
Bassett Wood and Broadlands Valley Greenways.
“The Common is a great place to work, being a beautiful,
natural place which needs respect, but I realise that The
Common is also for the people of Southampton to use
and enjoy. This winter we have been working closely with
Common Sense to carry out improvements to the Highfield
section of The Common. By working together, much more
can be achieved and I would like to thank Simon Hill and
his committed team of volunteers for their efforts.
If you would like to contact Simon about any issues relating

to The Common or Greenways, please call Actionline on
0800 5191919 or email actionline@southampton.gov.uk
or go to the website www.southampton.gov.uk

Christmas Party

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES
At St Michael and All Angels church
in Bassett Avenue North Stoneham &
Bassett Parish has a Parish Summer
Fair on Saturday July 7th from 2 - 4 pm.
Tombola, cream teas, plants, cakes,
other stalls, beer tent, raffle and games
etc., please come along and support us.

The HRA annual children’s Christmas party was held
on Saturday Dec 3rd at Portswood Primary School.
The children, and their parents, thoroughly enjoyed the
entertainment provided by ‘Crazy M’ the clown. There
was also a lively party tea and a surprise visit by Father
Christmas. Almost 50 local children attended and the
party goes from strength to strength. Thanks go to Alison
Shelly, Phil Banyard and Keith Reed for organising the
event.

Please remember
to join or renew
your membership
of HRA. We need
your support.
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Highfield WI
Started by popular demand, Highfield Women’s Institute
began when it was discovered that our neighbourhood
did not have, and apparently had never had, a WI group.
‘Highfield - Women in Common’ was born.   The name
evolved from the need to have ‘Highfield’ in our title to allow
people to locate us in the main WI web site. But we still
wanted our very own personal identity. As our members
are located all around Southampton Common, we thought
‘Women in Common’ sounded like an appropriate name
and is complemented by our logo. We hope you think so
too.
The first official meeting was in January 2011. We have
since moved from strength to strength, increasing our
membership from 57 to its current 72! It seems there was
indeed a demand for women of all ages to get together
(currently 22 – 82!). The WI began the year with speeddating; learning how to take photos as couples, at speed.
Naturally! We also had a demo about chocolate-making,
a gardening talk, and a most informative walk on the
Common. (Did you know there is an enclosure for cows,
and that Southampton Common has the largest number of
blackberry species in Europe?). We enjoyed a Pimms and
Puddings evening (where we discovered that our members
are very good cooks), a craft evening where we tried our
hand at crafts that most had not encountered before - hot
textiles, sugar craft, and bead making, amongst others.
Waitrose laid on a cheese and wine-tasting evening, and

a beekeeper buzzed about
bees. Lest you think we
only ate, drank and were
merry, we did a spot of
Tai Chi as well. Most of
our events had the added
attraction of fine raffle
prizes and occasional
competitions. We had our
moment of fame in an
interview on Radio Solent’s
Afternoon Show.
Members also organise
outings of like-minded people. We’ve been on a guided
tour of the spectacular Tudor House museum (highly
recommended), and a gardening talk with Pippa
Greenwood (of the BBC) at Sparsholt College.
2012 promises to be just as exciting. We launch the year
with a ‘Colour Me Beautiful’ evening. Later, we have colour
of a different nature in a talk from Hillier’s Garden Centre.
We’re very pleased to have Jean Johnson talk to us about
one of the WI’s campaigns: ‘HCFWI urge local authorities
to provide safe working spaces for the operation of
brothels.’ And there’s a lot more to come!
To find out information about your local WI, future events,
and how join, email: highfieldwi@gmail.com or visit our
web site at http://sites.google.com/site/highfieldwi.

Kate Baker

Natalie Dekel

Highfield resident, Kate Baker has just had her first book,
‘Captured Landscape: The Paradox of the Enclosed
Garden’ published. If you would like to meet Kate and
purchase a signed copy of her book she’ll be at October
Books between 2 and 4pm on Saturday March 17th. More
information about the book can be seen at:
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415562294/

Natalie Dekel, MPhil, is a visionary artist, Reiki master/
teacher, and Integrated Energy Therapy practitioner. She
offers past-life portraits paintings and spiritual readings
(counselling), via email or face to face. She has an MPhil
in Art, Design & Media from Leeds Met University. Her
work reflects a constant process of learning and evolving,
where emotions, intuition, and logic help bring people in
tune with their subconscious thought patterns. Natalie
helps clients uncover patterns from the present or the
past that affect their behaviour. Clients learn to develop an
insight into their latent personality, boost their self-esteem
and facilitate the natural process of healing.
See Natalie’s website: www.poeticmind.co.uk
For bookings (10% discount to HRA members) the link
is: www.poeticmind.co.uk/wellsensing/spirit-guides-andpsychic-readings
5

Opening of new Sainsbury’s store
Sainsbury’s is delighted to announce the opening of our
new store in Portswood on 14 March which will bring a
new shopping experience to the area.
The new store will stock a wide range of Sainsbury’s popular
food ranges including Taste the Difference, Freefrom,
Basics, Be Good to Yourself and So Organic. The new
store will also provide a range of non-food goods which
customers typically expect to find in a modern food store.
This will include our popular TU clothing range, in addition
to homeware, kitchenware and entertainment products.
A customer restaurant will offer a wide range of food and
drink and an in-store bakery will produce fresh bread and
baked products every day.
There will be car parking beneath the store to provide
customers with easy access whatever the weather.

The store will open from 08.00 to 21.00 Monday to
Saturday and 09.00 to 17.00 on Sundays.
The new store is bringing 240 full and part time jobs, the
majority of which have been filled by people in the local
area. We are committed to our colleagues and through
our “You can” programme provide them with a range
of opportunities to train for NVQ qualifications and gain
apprenticeships.
We want all our stores to be at the heart of the communities
they serve, and the new Portswood store will be no
different. Our colleagues like to give something back to
their communities, which is why we run our Local Charity
of the Year and Local Heroes schemes. Through this
initiative our customers and colleagues in Portswood will
choose a local charity to support.

COMMON SENSE
Last autumn saw great progress with clearing much of
the area opposite the Avenue Campus, including removal
of the roadside hawthorn hedge. There are now open
vistas from the road to the woodland beyond. The beauty
of the individual mature oaks and beeches can once
again be seen. Many people have commented what an
improvement there has been.
The major tree work to clear huge holly trees and other large
rampant vegetation was done by tree surgeons funded by
HRA, largely out of the remainder of the Lottery Community
Grant. Volunteers have dragged the cut vegetation and
woven much of it into a ‘dead hedge’ on the edge of the
semi-ancient woodland closer to The Avenue. The Council
maintenance team under the new ranger, Simon Buston,
has been very supportive in following up with machine
clearance of ground vegetation. Many thanks to all.
As always there is more to do. Although the area
immediately around the bus stop has been cleared of large
vegetation, more needs to be removed at the southern end
to open up the area fully. The view and path northwards to
the Little Common from the Oakmount path at the southern
end of Highfield Road will then be restored.  There is also
more clearance of brambles and of the re-growth of the
roadside hedge to do at the northern end, opposite the
doctor’s surgery. Longer term we are getting a design and
applying for funding to reform the roadside bank where it
is inadequate to secure it against vehicle intrusion. It can

then be fully restored to a grassy bank allowing pedestrian
access to the Little Common along the length of Highfield
Road, as used to be the case.
At the time of writing there are still two working parties
before the spring wildlife wake up when we call a halt till
next autumn. The provisional working party dates for
autumn are:
Saturday 10 November 10.00-13.00
Wednesday 14 November 13.30-16.30
Saturday
1 December 10.00-13.00
Wednesday 5 December 10.00-13.00
Don’t forget to put them in your diaries now. Let me have
your email addresses and those of anyone else you think
may be interested in helping or knowing what is going on
so that I can keep you up to date.
Simon Hill, 023 8055 5394, 078 9904 6662
mail@southamptoncommon.org

OFFERS FOR MEMBERS

Ceno’s Restaurant & Wine Bar
8055 4400
10% loyalty discount off food & drinks, when taken together
(cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer)
Gandhi’s Restaurant
10% off food and drink, any day of the week

8055 3121

Kohinoor Indian Restaurant
Kuti’s, Oxford Street
Noorani, Fair Oak
The Pier Thai Restaurant
20% discount, on mid week, non anniversary days

8058 2770
8022 1585
8060 1901
8033 9211

Sara’s Thai Cuisine, 273 Portswood Road
10% off all meals, including Takeaway

8067 6063

Mango Thai Tapas
10% on food.

8067 9977

Portswood Computers
10% discount

8058 3001

Innervision
10% discount

8055 5165

Highfield House Hotel
10% off published prices

8055 4223

Lucy’s Cakes
10% off

All the above offers are conditional upon production of a current HRA membership card at the time.
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07796 953952

SUSU’s Community Strategy Update
SUSU, the Students’ Union at the University of
Southampton, is currently forming a three year Community
Strategy to supplement its Union Plan to 2015. The strategy
will help guide our relations with the external community,
highlight steps that we can take to make students feel part
of the wider community and look into developing some of
our community projects, such as Community Volunteering.
Just before Christmas we held a meeting with local
residents’ associations (two representatives from each) to
get your input into the strategy. It was a very productive
meeting and we were able to come away with some really
positive ideas on how we can work together.
With the help of our Head of Communications, Marketing
and Technology, we are aiming to have an initial strategy

drafted by the end of February 2012 and we’ll be sure to
liaise with you again when the initial draft is ready.
The May Festival: The May Festival is happening on
Sunday 13th May 2012, and is a community event where
students from SUSU can showcase their talents and
offer lots of activities for local families and residents to
come and join in with. We’ve got a team of dedicated
students leading the planning of the festival this year and
we’re hoping to engage as many local groups, including
residents’ associations, in the festival as possible.
We’d like to extend a very warm welcome to any Highfield
Residents’ Association members to attend the event, and
more details will be released nearer the time!
Frankie Fry – Vice President Walfare and Communities

New research to enhance speech recognition technology
hearing impaired, current signal processing technology
hasn’t come up with a suitable system to enhance speech
intelligibility.
Dr Bleeck says: “Today, it is still the ultimate goal for the
speech signal processing community to develop speech
enhancement systems that perform as well as humans
in noisy situations. Normal hearing humans still easily
outperform any technical system – sound processing in
the brain is more successful than signal processing in
silicone. A system that works as well as a human would
lead to the next revolution in human communication and
would greatly benefit hearing impaired people.
“My vision is to build a brain-inspired speech enhancer in
the next five years, which will be able to identify sound
sources and to enhance speech intelligibility. This should
be useful in everyday situations, for hearing impaired as
well as normal hearing people, so that it ultimately reduces
the stigma that hearing aids have today. Using this device
in the future to hear better should be as normal as wearing
glasses today to see better.”
Dr Bleeck has received funding from a Google Research
Award to undertake this research with ISVR colleague Dr
Matthew Wright, and Dr Ian Winter of the University of
Cambridge’s Department of Physiology.

New research is hoping to understand how the human
brain hears sound to help develop improved hearing aids
and automatic speech recognition systems.
Led by the Universities of Southampton and Cambridge,
the research aims to develop physiologically-inspired
algorithms, which mimic how our brain hears sound to
improve on traditional signal processing algorithms.
The novelty of the research is that instead of looking
at signal energy – as today’s artificial devices do – the
researchers are concentrating on how the brain processes
sound information instead.
Dr Stefan Bleeck, from the Institute of Sound and Vibration
Research at the University of Southampton, is looking to
create algorithms based on neuronal responses to give
insights into how sound is coded within the brain. Once
researchers know better how sound is coded, they will
be able to select the parts that code speech and the
ones that code unwanted noise. They will then be able
to resynthesize sound in hearing aids with reduced noise,
but with quality intact, to enhance speech intelligibility.
Today’s speech enhancement systems can reduce noise
and increase speech quality, but they are not good at
improving speech intelligibility, especially in noisy situations
where users have to concentrate to pick out single
speakers. With about 10 per cent of the UK population

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
I/We would like to join/renew membership of the Highfield Residents’ Association and enclose the subscription of £3.00
(One subscription covers all members of the household)

Name(s) of adults
Email
I enclose my membership fee of    £ 3 : 00

and a voluntary donation of    £      :

Postcode (please include)

Thank you!

Date

Address
Tel No.
This form, together with the subscription, should be sent to Membership Secretary, 5 Marlborough House, 2A Oakmount Ave, SO17 1BX (if by hand, before
mid-day); or can be dropped into Highfield News, 54 Highfield Lane; or can be brought to any HRA social event or meeting. Cheques should be made
payable to Highfield Residents’ Association. Please do not send cash through the post as it may get lost.
Newsletter Team: Jerry Gillen and Caroline Knight. Assistance from David Bothwell and Stephen Ashfield.
Contributions welcome. Please send to thesecretary@highfieldresidents.co.uk in Microsoft Word format.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of Highfield Residents’ Association or its members.
Printed by The Print Centre, University of Southampton 023 8059 3603

7

BC_786 Ceno HRA Advert June 2012 - quick update - 2.indd 1

17/02/2012

24/02/2012 08:10

638097-5_SB_Portswood_Highfieldsresidents.pdf

