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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT SPRING 2010

Members, Friends and Residents,
another busy and eventful twelve
months are once again coming to a
close...and one of such contrast if one
thinks of how lucky we are to live in
such a wonderful part of Southampton
and compare that with the conditions
endured and danger faced of one of
our members fighting in Helmand,
Afghanistan. (see article on page 4)
By complete contrast, but of
nevertheless
significant
local
importance, is the major achievement
following considerable efforts by this
and other local residents groups, in
the recent announcement by the
Housing Minister, John Healey, to
provide local authorities with the
necessary powers to regulate Houses
of Multiple Occupation. This follows a
national campaign over almost ten
years to which we were a major
contributor and, it is believed,
Southampton provided the tipping
point in finally enabling it to move
forward.
I believe the ultimate
success of this campaign shows that
communities working together can
make a difference and we can be
justly proud of this accomplishment.
Of course, thanks should also go to
both our local MPs, Alan Whitehead
and John Denham, without whose
support we would have been less
likely to have succeeded.
We have also just learned of a
successful application we made to the
University Communities Fund for
some grant aid towards improving the

appearance and safety of the Little
Common in conjunction with both
Student and local resident volunteers;
thanks are due to our Common Sense
group for facilitating this.
Of less success, was our application
to
the
Safer
and
Stronger
Communities Fund to provide
additional policing for the evenings of
late night activity at the Cube nightclub
on the University main campus. This
followed a similar scheme that has
been successfully trialed in Jesmond,
Newcastle. However, we will continue
to work with the University, Students’
Union, Police and Council to gain
funding from other sources in the hope
of implementing such a scheme in the
future.
Speaking of the Students’ Union, I
reported in our last newsletter of our
having successfully opposed their
application for a 3am licence, which I
hope will now be an end of their
attempting to obtain later opening
hours and we can move forward
working in co-operation to mitigate the
problem of late night noise and
nuisance
and
being
mutually
supportive in community affairs.
Indeed the Students’ Union has just
hosted a highly successful afternoon
Tea Dance, inviting members of the
local community as part of Student
Volunteering Week
There is currently some controversy
over the council’s plans for leasing off
the Sports Centre to a commercial
operator and we are working with our
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colleagues in the North Southampton Community Forum
to clarify the position and obtain an agreed outcome.
We are also pleased to welcome some additional roads to
our membership area this year following an approach
from local residents and duly welcome members from
Arnold, Bowden, Brickfield, Northcote, Somerset, Sirdar
and Kitchener Roads to the Association. We have also
produced, with the aid of the Council and Ordnance
Survey, a coloured street map of Highfield to include
these roads which is available free to all members: to
obtain a copy contact our membership Secretary, Nicolla
Martin or pick one up at our AGM.
Finally, on the Planning and Licensing front, with the able
and indispensable help of Sarah Clover and No 5
Chambers, we have again managed to thwart two
controversial appeals and the aforementioned license

application. A third appeal, relating to a property in
Crofton Close, has just been allowed with Conditions: we
must hope this will not now lead to further inappropriate
applications. Additionally, once the Government and the
City Council have implemented the necessary
regulations, we shall at last be able to monitor and control
the insidious spread of Houses of Multiple Occupation
and hopefully prevent already saturated areas from
deteriorating even further.
In conclusion, I must thank the Officers and Committee of
your Association for all their hard work and unstinting
efforts to preserve Highfield as a wonderful place to live
and of course, you the members for your ongoing support.
I look forward to seeing many of you at our AGM in April.
Jerry Gillen, Chairman

With the first two months of the year now behind us the
local property market continues to gather pace, and
shows no signs of slowing. Highfield has always proved to
be popular due to its local facilities, but with the continued
undersupply of property coming to the market in this area,
not only are properties readily selling, but the values are
improving and at a rate which exceeds the regional and
national average.
The question I am often asked at this time of year is
“Should I wait till spring to put my house on the market?”
At the moment my advice to homeowners thinking of
selling their home is to take advantage of the
unexpectedly robust market conditions and go to the
market now. With a general election on the horizon and
interest rates widely expected to rise later in the year both

these factors have historically had an adverse effect on
the market, and could influence the time taken to sell and
also the value you may be able to achieve for your home.
This year has already seen us agree several sales in the
Highfield area, spanning price ranges from £250,000 in
Welbeck Avenue to one of the Oakmount Triangles most
notable houses which was quoted at £695,000.
With the continued demand for property this is clearly a
good time to sell, I would recommend anyone considering
a move in the near future to contact me and I would be
happy to discuss marketing of their home and assist them
with their moving plans. Lee Turner, Director, Pearsons
Estate Agents, 58 & 60 London Road, Southampton,
SO15 2AH. Tel: 023 8023 3288.

Portswood Branch of Lloyds TSB has a new manager,
Mrs Penny Rawlins. Penny has 30 years experience
working for the bank and is looking forward to welcoming
both new and existing customers to the branch.
As well as Penny, appointments will be available with a

number of specialist staff; these will include a Financial
Advisor, Mortgage Specialist and a Senior Personal
Banking Manager.
Overall responsibility for Portswood Branch will be with
Steve Rose, Branch Manager at the main Southampton
High Street branch, located below the Bargate.
Steve said, “I am extremely pleased that Portswood
Branch is now able to offer an extensive range of products
and services to the local community, ranging from current
accounts right through to such specialist services as
Inheritance Tax planning. My whole team is very excited
to be involved in this new development.”

THE LOCAL PROPERTY MARKET CONTINUES TO STRENGTHEN

RETURN OF THE BANK MANAGER

Lloyds TSB is delighted to announce an
extension to the existing service offered at
Portswood Branch.
A Personal Banking Manager Mrs. Penny Rawlins
will be available for both New & Existing Customers
Specialist Advisors will be available by appointment
covering a range of areas including:
Mortgages • Life Insurance • Investment & Pension
planning (including Pension Transfer) • Personal
Borrowing • Inheritance Tax

For all your Financial Needs contact Penny at
Lloyds TSB, 267-271 Portswood Road, Southampton SO17 2LA
or Telephone 023 8055 3017
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No5 CHAMBERS PUBLIC ACCESS BARRISTERS GO FROM
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Members of the Planning and Licensing teams at No5 are
also proud to have helped in the HMO Consultation,
having assisted in the preparation and editing of the final
responses to Government. The recent announcement by
Government on this issue is a great result for their clients,
both locally and nationally.
Indeed, residents have found that securing specialist legal
advice at the right time can actually prevent substantial
losses in the future, whether averting a costly situation, or
even protecting property values.

As an Association having to deal with both Planning and
Licensing matters, there have been a number of
occasions over the last couple of years where we could
not have managed without professional help and indeed
would undoubtedly have lost most if not all of the issues
we were involved with. As it is we have been successful
in the majority of cases. No5 will also assist with family,
property and estate issues and is currently assisting one
of our members with a major private claim’. As a result of
their Public Access status, No5 can now deal directly with
us as an Association or indeed with any individual
member. Full details can be found on www.no5.com
Nationally, Barristers practicing in all fields of law at No5
Chambers have recently been celebrating numerous
victories. No5 Chambers, based in London, Birmingham
and Bristol have been in the vanguard of Public Access
work, ever since its introduction in 2004. Since then,
barristers specializing in land law, licensing, planning,
tenant, probate, contract, commercial law and more have
taken on cases directly for members of the public and
Residents Associations, who would traditionally only have
had access to a solicitor.
In recent times locally, clients have seen success in
curbing noisy clubs and pubs; enforcing against planning
breaches; securing planning permissions; and recovering
debt. Some barristers have also had a key part to play in
ensuring that local councils take residents views more
seriously on a range of issues affecting them.
Sarah Clover, Head of Licensing at No5 said: “We have
enjoyed a number of victories for residents around the
country just recently, and it is a great pleasure to note that
we can not only deliver the results that people want, but
do so at an affordable cost.”

THE PHOENIX

The Phoenix is run by volunteers and shows the best of
world cinema. Annual season tickets are very popular, or
membership costs £1.50 and then each film is £5 (£4
concessions).
The films are shown on Wednesdays during term time
and the screenings start at 8pm prompt (there are no
adverts to delay the start of the film!) and all foreign films
are subtitled in English.
The summer term consists of 4 films on 21st April, 28th
April, 5th May (film chosen by audience vote) and 12th
May.
For more information, visit www.thephoenix.org.uk

The Phoenix, Southampton’s very own film theatre, has
been showing films at the University since 1988, initially at
Boldrewood and since 2007 at Building 32 in University
Road (opposite side to the Nuffield theatre).
As the name suggests, the Phoenix has grown out of a
variety of film societies, starting with the inaugural
meeting of the Southampton Film Society in 1931 at
Price’s café, 98 Above Bar (now occupied by Burger
King). The first film was shown that December in Central
Hall and several other city venues have been used over
the years. More about the history can be found on the
Phoenix website.
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FRONTLINE VIEW OF HELMAND – THE FIGHT OF OUR LIVES

Last summer we embarked on the journey of all journeys.
It was the fight of our lives and the conflict of our
generation. It provided us, as soldiers, with the best of
times and the worst. We fulfilled missions and lost
brothers-in-arms. The fighting was tough, against a
cunning and determined foe. This was hybrid warfare at
its most challenging, akin only to the Bocage in 1944. It
was the Upper Sangin Valley and we were there for six
months.

Riflemen clearing
compounds of insurgents
near Sangin.

The determination of the
‘squaddie’ is phenomenal.
They are not the ‘quilt and
Nintendo’ generation that
some accuse them of
being. Weighted down like
donkeys with all their kit, in
overwhelming heat, they
have always gone that
extra mile. They have all, The Poppy is both beautiful
to a man and woman, and deadly in equal measure,
delivered in this fight and devastating lives in Helmand
you should be rightly and the UK.
proud.
The conditions that we live in are the most austere that we
have ever experienced. We have plenty of water and can
shower daily. The toilets are long-drops which are pretty
disgusting in the heat. We do all our washing by hand.
Food is mainly rations and we had very little fresh food.
This is not anybody’s fault. Simply being at the end of the
supply-chain has its disadvantages. More helicopters is
not the issue – always ammunition and manpower will
take priority over the niceties.

A machine-gunner makes his
weapon safe after a contact
with insurgents.

The environment was
challenging
enough.
Desert next to the Green
Zone means any form of
camouflage was pointless
if one moves from one to
the other. The heat was
oppressive at 50 degrees
Celsius in the height of
the
summer.
The
equipment gut-busting
with at least 40kg per
man. Irrigation ditches
provided light relief in the
summer but are killers in
the
winter
when
Soldiers will sleep anywhere
temperatures
plunge
when there is a lull in the battle. below freezing. It is a land
of extreme contrasts.
The people whom we strived to work amongst were
Pashtu who have suffered generations of war. It was us
first, then the Soviets, and now us again. They say we
were there for revenge of Maiwand, a battle the British
fought and lost in 1880 – long is their memory.
***
We are not. We are here to build the country even if it is
a brick a week. It is slow. Resources are scarce and the
logistic effort huge. But slowly, in these high-threat
outposts, we are able to provide security, to compete with
the Taliban infrastructure, to build wells, mosques and
schools. Livestock programs are growing and medical
support coming in.
The insurgents we fight are determined, tenacious and
drive a wedge between us and the people. It is true that
they have time but we have technology and we are buying
that space we need for others to build, be they Afghan or
aid worker.
The battles we have fought have been prolonged, intense
and difficult but we have rallied after every contact. Yes,
we lost men and far more have suffered life-changing
injuries, but we have taken the fight to the enemy proudly.
Kipling’s British Tommy is alive and well in the 21st
Century.

A Company patrol returns,
past the mortar line that has
been providing fire support.

A Chinook brings in some
eagerly awaited supplies.

Parcels and letters from loved ones, family and friends
brought so much relief from the dreariness of existing and
brought us wonderful news from home. Food was
especially welcome, enhancing our bland diet.
We suffered heavy losses and our thoughts and prayers
continue to be with those bereaved families who have lost
loved ones. Most of our injured are well on their way to
recovery at the Defence Rehabilitation Centre at Headley
Court. Fitted with prosthetic limbs they are still slowly
coming to terms with their disability but their
determination, grit, courage and lust for life amaze all of
us. They really are heroes in that regard.
Finally, a big thank
you to you the
public. We would
struggle
without
your
unflinching
support for us. We
are hugely grateful
for all you do be it a
salute at Wootton
Bassett, a food
parcel, a donation to
a charity or a quiet
prayer – it means so A Company Memorial Service to
much – thank you honour those that made the ultimate
from all of us that sacrifice.
Serve.
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PORTSWOOD RESIDENTS’ GARDENS – THE PAVILION 1910 – 2010

Yes - the Pavilion in
the
Residents’
Gardens is 100
years old this year
and we will be
celebrating
the
centenary with An
Edwardian Garden
Party
on
the
of
afternoon
Saturday June 10th from 3pm – 7pm. In keeping with the
Edwardian theme there will be a fancy dress parade,
music, children’s games, stalls and a tennis tournament in
costume and with wooden rackets.

In recent years the Pavilion has been increasingly used
for activities such as yoga, children’s dance and wedding,
christening and birthday parties and it continues to be a
focus for the Tennis Club. We have also had a number of
enjoyable Summer Balls in and around the Pavilion. If any
local residents have memories or photos of the Pavilion
going back in time we would like to hear from you - can
you please contact Tony Chennells on 02380 556506 or
achennells@btinternet.com– we are hoping to make a
record of these events.
Tickets for the Garden Party will be available from Tony
and other Trustees – phone Jenny Arnold 02380 558647
or Jacky Barnes 02380 557062.

The annual Highfield Residents’ Association children’s
Christmas party took place on Saturday December 12th.
There was a change of venue this time and the festivities
were held in the dining room of Portswood School. The
event was a great success, as always, thanks to the hard
work of Phil Banyard with help from his wife Sarah and
Allison Farmer. Crazy M provided the entertainment and
kept the children spellbound with her jokes, juggling,
dancing and the magic appearance of her rabbit Custard.
She made balloon animals and some lucky children got to

take one home.
She
got
the
children dancing
and encouraged
several
small
volunteers to give
renditions of their
favourite
songs
much to the delight
of the attending
parents. The snow
machine had all
the children on their feet trying to catch the flakes. The
children all enjoyed their party tea and the crackers were
a great hit. Father Christmas paid his traditional visit and
all the children received a bag of chocolate treasure.
There was a lucky dip for the children as they were
leaving.

CHILDREN'S PARTY

HIGHFIELD SCHOOL AND CHURCH GRAVEYARD HISTORY

Jo Ladkin and Isobel White have produced a history of
Highfield CE Primary School. They have transcribed the
original managers’ minutes from 1848 to 1862, when
school log books became compulsory, and then the
school log books from 1862 until 1989 when they ceased
to be written. The early entries include the wording for the
original advertisements for the school and the original
school rules as well as details about the contract of
employment the first Head signed. Although they were
unable to include everything, because there was just too
much, they have included photographs of samples of
each Head’s entries as well as copies of the architect’s
plans for the many stages of the development of the
school. Whilst a version was produced 10 years ago (also
by Jo) it did not include the first 14 years or the pictures
and they have increased the number of other entries
included.
Raylene is building a website about Highfield and its
history, www.HighfieldHistory.co.uk. It all started as a
simple exercise in response to her young son asking what
was written on the headstones in the Highfield
Churchyard and ended up with trying to transcribe all of
them. Now all the research she has completed is on the
site but she would like to discover more information about
the individuals commemorated. There have been some
successes using the usual genealogical sources –

including making the connections between Sophia Wren’s
headstone and entries in the School Diary, but if anyone
has any personal or family connection to any of those
buried she would love to hear from you. To help with her
research if you have any old parish magazines, histories
of the area or memories of the area in times past, or have
even previously transcribed the memorials she would love
to share information with you. Please contact
HighfieldHistory@ntlworld.com
Jo Ladkin, Raylene Poppleton, Isobel White
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GONE FOREVER!

Toward the end of August last year, I took a photograph of
what was left of the old corner shop in Highfield Crescent,
now surrounded by scaffolding. All that remained of the
original building was the window frame facing Holyrood
Avenue. It struck me as being the last remnant of one
hundred years of history. And if its walls had ears, I
thought about all the tales of community gossip that must
have been piled up in the skip of old bricks outside. The
second photo was taken at the end of January, as two
flats I believe.
When I first came to Highfield in 1973, I found the shop
in a state of permanent closure: Curtains draped across
windows that had once displayed a mixture of domestic
wares and food products; its firmly bolted door sadly
marked the end of what had become a struggling little
business.
Mary Surrey told me of a couple of items she’d purchased
from there long ago, and was so inspired by our chat as
to take a look through Kelly’s street directories. She found
the old shop first listed in 1908, prior to which there was
no mention of Holyrood Avenue. It started as a post office
and drapery store run by builder Alfred Payne and his
wife. It was a growing community and people wanted thick
fabric to keep out the cold draughts. This need must have
presented an excellent trading opportunity to save the
hassle of struggling back from down town with heavy
brocades.
From 1928 until 1969 the shop was known as Stockwell’s,
named after the family who then sold groceries and basic
household wares. Arthur Stiles then took it over toward its
latter years when finally in 1973 Albert Andrews was
forced to use the shop for dwelling purposes only.
During the early post war years when 1d (one old penny)
would buy you an evening of electric light, plus your

favourite
radio
programme, you could
get an OXO cube from
Stockwell’s
for
a
farthing I was told.
(Just think; one old
penny equalled one
240th part of a pound
note, so the quarter
penny farthing was
equivalent to 1/960th
part).
Living across the road,
Brenda
Barnard
remembers the shop
from her very young
days
when
she
handed over a penny
for a banana or a
quarter
pound
of
sweets. “People were
always so nice and friendly in there,” she said. “Chairs
were placed for customers to rest while bacon, butter and
cheeses had to be fetched from the cellar. Without a
refrigerator this was the only way to keep things cool.
Nothing came pre-packed in those early days, everything
had to be individually weighed then specially wrapped
according to what it was”. Barbara also spoke of paraffin
oil lamps that glimmered dimly from the ceiling and the
Valor oil stoves that just about kept out the chill of winter.
I’m sure there must be many who long for the return of
those friendly old corner shops, but it’s our preference for
the supermarkets that are to blame for their demise.
Anton Fitz-Gerald

OFFERS FOR MEMBERS

Ceno’s Restaurant & Wine Bar
8055 4400
10% loyalty discount off food & drinks, when taken together
(cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer)

Osmowash are offering a free window clean to
any member who books a soffit, gutter and
fascia clean

Kohinoor Indian Restaurant
8058 2770
Kuti’s, Oxford Street
8022 1585
Noorani, Fair Oak
8060 1901
The Pier Thai Restaurant
8033 9211
20% discount, on mid week, non anniversary days
Sara’s Thai Cuisine, 273 Portswood Road
10% off all meals, including Takeaway

8067 6063

Mango Thai Tapas
10% on food.

8067 9977

Karen Holloway Beautician
10% discount

8063 4666

Innervisions
10% discount

8055 5165

Portswood Computers
10% discount

8058 3001

Rozie@47- florist
8033 0749
10% discount on direct orders and shop purchases
Highfield House Hotel
10% off published prices

8055 4223

All the above offers are conditional upon production of a
current HRA membership card at the time.
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STREET REPS

HRA said goodbye to Don Bradnam and his wife Dot in
February when they left their home in Highfield Lane to
move into the Sunrise Home in Burgess Road. Don and
Dot have had three homes in Highfield: first in
Chamberlain Road when Don started working for the
University as a Building Surveyor. They spent some time
in Townhill Park before moving back to University Road.
They downsized to Bassett Green Village before finally
returning to Highfield. They moved back into Highfield in
2002 when they bought one of the newly built flats in
Parkside. Since then they have been great supporters of
HRA and Don has been a Street Rep delivering
membership renewals and other notices in Highfield Lane
(50 – 75), Roselands Gardens, Highcrown St and
Highcrown Mews.
Don had a varied professional life which included service
in the Royal Engineers with duties in Egypt and Norway
where he was involved in clearing minefields. After
leaving the Army he became an Architectural Assistant
prior to his time with the University. Don had been retired
for 20 years when he and Dot moved into Parkside and so
he thought that becoming a Street Rep was a good way
to meet his new neighbours and involve himself with the
community. HRA thanks Don for his service as a Street
Rep and will be seeking a replacement. In the meantime
we wish Don, Dot and Pixie, the dog who has also moved
to Sunrise, happiness in their new home.
HRA has several Street Reps and we are extremely
grateful for the work that they do for us: below are some
thoughts from a current rep, Colin Drake.
“When I hear a thud of something hitting the hall floor at
an unusual time for the post I know it is almost certainly
Nicolla Martin dropping off a pile of envelopes to be
delivered in the area that I cover on behalf of the HRA. My
area is certainly the hilliest part of Highfield and possibly
the largest of the delivery areas. There are long ones, like
Welbeck Avenue and Upper Shaftesbury Avenue where
you need to know how the numbering works, to the very
short ones like The Finches and Royston Close where
you can see all the numbers at a glance. I have 15 streets
in which to deliver, however, they all have their own
particular characters which, when you have been
delivering envelopes for a number of years like me, are
interesting to watch change in character over the year.
For example, at the moment some streets are decorated
with a rash of "To Let" or "Let By" signs, all in very gaudy
colours but not very attractive for the residents; however
in other streets, only 100 yards away, there are no such
signs. At the end of June, there is the sudden departure of
cars that have been resident for several months to be
immediately replaced by skips as houses are stripped of

unwanted bits and pieces or the contents of over-grown
gardens are disposed of. However, in all of the streets
there are always pleasant surprises, a beautiful new
clematis placed in a strategic position, some roses with a
lovely scent that I've not noticed before, the clucking of
hens from someone’s back garden or an interesting new
type of letter box, important for me. There is even the
excitement of forgetting and being reminded which
houses have dogs that find items coming through the
letter box irresistible.
I can now identify a lot of people that I see in Portswood
High Street by their address or at least the road they live
in. I meet sufficient people however, to realise that the
main current concerns of many is the thought that they
may be invaded by rented accommodation with all that
entails, for example, unkempt gardens, noise, bins left out
all week and the absence of a friendly neighbour with
whom to chat to or call upon in an emergency. These
problems are particularly acute for the more elderly, of
which there are many in my area, as they find it difficult to
try to settle such problems with their new neighbours and
are reluctant to approach the HRA.
In addition to delivering letters, not the newsletters, I try to
keep Nicolla informed about which houses have been
sold in the area with a view to keeping the list of members
up to date and sometimes delivering a "Welcome to
Highfield" letter and map. I also try to keep an eye on who
is asking for planning changes and checking on the
website that the committee know about it. Finally, it does
me some good as it gets me out for some exercise.”
So if you would like to do a bit for your community and get
some fresh air Don’s patch is available. Please get in
touch with Nicolla Martin on 8055 7912

PORTSWOOD RESIDENTS’ GARDENS
COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF THE MAYOR’S CHARITIES

On a very wet morning on Friday 22nd January a well
attended coffee morning was held in the Pavilion to raise
funds for the Mayor’s two charities – Age Concern and
Fairbridge Solent.
The Mayor, Councillor Elizabeth Mizon, was unable to
come as she had another engagement but, in her place,

Councillor Brian Parnell and his wife Mary, last year’s
Mayor and Mayoress, came and told us about the
charities and chatted informally with many people.
A Bring & Buy stall and a raffle helped to raise £176.00 for
the two charities and an enjoyable time was had by all.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

I/We would like to join/renew membership of the Highfield Residents’ Association and enclose the subscription of £3.00
(One subscription covers all members of the household)

Name(s) of adults

Email

I enclose my membership fee of
Postcode (please include)

£ 3 : 00

and a voluntary donation of

£

Date

Address

:

Thank you!

Tel No.

This form, together with the subscription, should be sent to Membership Secretary, 5 Marlborough House, 2A Oakmount Ave, SO17 1BX (if by hand,
before mid-day); or can be dropped into Highfield News, 54 Highfield Lane; or can be brought to any HRA social event or meeting. Cheques should be
made payable to Highfield Residents’ Association. Please do not send cash through the post as it may get lost.
Newsletter Team: Jerry Gillen and Caroline Knight. Assistance from David Bothwell and Stephen Ashfield.
Contributions welcome. Please send to thesecretary@highfieldresidents.co.uk in Microsoft Word format.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of Highfield Residents’ Association or its members.
Printed by The Print Centre, University of Southampton 023 8059 3603
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