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Minutes HRA Committee Meeting Tuesday 7 January 2025 
Highfield Church Halls 19:00h 

 
Annex. i. Tree Removal Applications Avenue Campus Decisions  
Annex. ii. HRA Crime information sharing WhatsApp Group Report 
Annex. iii.  Digital Communications 
 

Committee Present: Prof Roger Brown (Chair), Nadine Johnson, Barbara Claridge, Ken Burtenshaw, 
Stephen Connolly, Dave White, Christine Rawnsley 

 
Others: Cllr Katherine Barbour, Pete Thomas (OTRA), Ed Hill, Sarah Schofield, Cllr Marie Finn, Sue 
Swallow (OARA), Graham Linecar 
 
1. Welcome: Prof. Roger Brown.  Roger wished everyone a happy new year and welcomed all to 

the meeting especially newcomers.  He  stressed that there would be many issues for HRA to 
address in 2025 and asked everyone to play their part.  Introductions of all attendees to the 
meeting were made for the benefit of a new member, Sarah Schofield. 

 
2. Apologies: Cllr Fielker, Cllr Savage, Cllr Bunday, Martin Benning, Nicolla Martin, Paul Beard, 

Jerry Gillen, Jon Walsh and Kate Faye (University) 
 
3. Declarations of interest: none 

 
4. Minutes Committee Meeting 10 December 2024: The minutes had not been completed due to 

other priorities and would be presented at a future meeting. 
 
5. Matters Arising not covered elsewhere:  
a. Portswood Broadway: HRA Chair - Council Leader communication. Roger had not yet received a 

written response to his two letters about the general state of Portswood Broadway and a 
Council led strategy for future developments like the proposed new residence blocks for 
Southampton University students.  However he understood a meeting would shortly be 
arranged. 

b. Portswood Shopping Centre Development – there was no news on this development but a 
Planning Application was expected.  See Cllr Savage see below 

c. U1 bus route reinstatement: HonSec - Council Leader communication.  The Hon Sec reported 
that the Council Leader had replied to HRA to confirm that none of the £4.6 million allocation 
SCC had received recently from Central Government for bus services would be put towards the 
reinstatement of the U1 Bus to Central Station.  Although this was a City Council response, as 
Ward Councillor for Swaythling, she still supported the reinstatement of the route.  The HonSec 
had asked how the decisions about the allocation of the grant money would be made and by 
whom.  As yet no reply had been received. 
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Item 8 taken at this point. Information from Councillors: 
Councillor Barbour reported that all 3 ward Councillors for Portswood had come together to  foster 
community spirit following a successful ‘Love Where You Live’ event last summer.  Next efforts 
would focus on the following areas: Lawn Road, Osborne Road S, Belmont Road, Westridge Road, 
Woodstock Road, Thackery Road and Spring Crescent.  It had been requested that HRA might offer 
a representative.  Roger agreed that although the areas were outside Highfield, HRA should be able 
to support the initiative especially through social media information.  On 26 May 2025 there was to 
be a St Denys Carnival. 
Councillor Finn reported a flood meeting. An event between 26 May and 1 June for the National 
Park City initiative (https://www.southamptonnpc.com/ ).  With the imminent start to the 
Portswood Bus-gate Trial, buses were a Council priority across the city.  An idea of a ‘Portswood 
Hopper’ had been floated.  A priority for Cabinet that week had been the decision on expression of 
interest as an early adopter in the Government’s Devolution Priority Programme involving 
Hampshire County Council, Isle of Wight Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City 
Council.  
Councillor Savage sent this report: “For my  Cllr report, I can advise: 
• I have been contacted by and had meetings with the Fusion Group regarding a 500 student hall 

on the Broadway. I have continued to stress my concerns regarding the reduction in retail offer, 
plans to park on the public realm and threat of further fast food/ unhealthy food offer. They 
gave gone away to review their plans and will get back to me. 

• in my capacity as Cab. Member for net zero, I had a meeting with SSEN. They have immediate 
plans for extensive replacement of mains electricity cables which will need to take place to 
ready the city for sustainable electrical power, growth across the city and increased shore 
power provision in the port. 

• Following meetings with our MPs and their teams in Westminster in late December and 
subsequent meetings with SW, significant progress has been made towards achieving bathing 
water status for the river Itchen. More news on this to follow ASAP.” 
 

6. Portswood Broadway Bus-gate Trial - update and proposed HRA monitoring of the scheme.  
Roger reported that preparatory works would begin this month and that the Bus-gate Trial 
would begin on 27 January.  The next Steering Group Meeting would be held on 15 January.  
Monitoring of the scheme would be an important next step and HRA would be seeking the 
support of members in monitoring the scheme from a residents’ perspective.  Barbara and 
Nadine would work on the detail of this over the next few weeks.  The Key Performance 
Indicators, which had been identified by the Project Team and Consultants and already agreed 
with the Steering Group, would be used to focus observations. 
Dave White added that Citizen Science was an established practice when gathering ‘on the 
ground’ data like this.  He offered to contact the HonSec with any suitable ideas. 
Sue Swallow mentioned the importance of SCC measuring air quality. 
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Roger also added that Bus data on journey times, including the base data, would be used. 
Christine mentioned that observations on bikes and scooters on pavements should be included.  
This had been discussed at the last PACT Meeting. 

 
7. Avenue Campus Residence Development –  

a. Exchange of information following HRA and partner association submissions.  Roger reported  
    that he had not received a response to the HRA letter sent on 16 December.  He noted that 

the deadline for comments had been extended to 10 January.  (Post meeting note: a response 
from the University had now been circulated to the Committee and Attendees). 
Graham Linecar added that in his opinion a ‘sit back and wait’ approach might miss 
opportunities as the design consultants would be in discussions with Planning and this was a 
crucial stage. The City Council would have an Architects Panel, which was confidential, and all 
key decisions would be being pushed into this.  This was the formative stage before the pre-
application display.  He asked what routes were available to HRA now. 
A question was asked as to whether there was a requirement to ‘give back’ any parkland or 
playing fields if they were used for building.  Graham said there was not and the green space 
would be lost.  
Christine Rawnsley said that all committee members should write a comment as individuals 
by the new deadline.  This was noted. 
Roger reiterated that HRA should not take a formal position until the scheme went to full 
planning.   
Other questions / comments included: what was the volume of response to this first 
consultation?: the quality of information given by the University had been very poor: was it 
possible to make informal contact with the SCC Planning Department?: was there any soft 
leveraging to be done?: what was the position of the Ward Councillors?. 
Sarah Schofield said she would contact residents of Khartoum Road  to see how many had 
responded.   
Sus Swallow added that with the fusion building proposal (Portswood Shopping Centre) the 
impact of so many additional students had intensified significantly. 
Graham commented that the University seemed not to know about the guidelines for the 
open space when the University had taken over the building from Taunton’s School and that 
the Planning officers would know if there was anything of related relevance in the emerging 
new Local/City Plan. 
Councillor Finn offered to contact the Cabinet Member for Planning of the HRA concerns.  No 
formal information would be available from Stephen Harrison (Head of Planning and 
Development and notify her of concerns) as all pre-application discussions were confidential.  
Roger agreed contact Stephen Harrison. 
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b. Planning Application for tree removal – for the decision notice see Annex. i.   To note: ash 
dieback  is not a reason to fell ash trees and the application to fell several mature ash trees 
which were showing signs of dieback was refused as when inspected they had healthy leaf buds. 

 
9.University Liaison (Jon Walsh by email)  
a. Jubilee Fees: 

“On swimming, the offer is, buy 8 sessions get 2 free, but as you mentioned the price has 
increased in line with the overall membership increase. The membership increases have been 
applied across all rates. The most recent increase was implemented after careful consideration 
of the costs associated with the new facility, and following an external benchmarking exercise. 
Currently, Southampton Sport are conducting a new benchmarking exercise, which will inform 
potential adjustments to membership and PAYG pricing on 1st August 2025. This process will 
involve reviewing our current rates. 
On boxing day, the gym will be offering a 6-month membership for £174 (plus £20 joining fee). 
Essentially the offer gives you a month free and works out to be less than £30 a month. This 
offer will be available to all members of the community. The materials to advertise this are not 
yet finalised, but the team have confirmed you can share this with HRA members ahead of 
time. 
I asked specifically about a further discount for local residents and the Head of Sport and 
Community said he will raise this with his team for discussion and will ask that it forms part of 
the next benchmarking discovery exercise. 

 

b. U1 Bus route and end of year waste 
We will be seeing HRA members to discuss the U1 bus route and the End of Year Waste on the 
27th of the month (in separate meetings) but on Cllr Savage’s comment regarding increased 
University funding he indicated he would be writing to the Vice-Chancellor regarding that and 
were awaiting the letter before responding. 

 

c. University further update 
Regarding a wider University update we are proud to share the news that two of our academics 
were honoured in the King’s new year’s honours, Professor Gill Read received a CBE for her 
contribution to chemistry and Emeritus Professor Richard Offeto received an OBE for his 
contribution in the field of musculoskeletal science.” 

 
10. City / Local Plan – Advance notice: committee discussion at the February meeting.   

Roger has asked for the most recent draft plan so that it can be circulated before the next 
meeting.  Amber Trueman, the officer with responsibility, is to be invited to make a short update 
presentation at the next Committee Meeting. 

 
11. HRA Crime WhatsApp group for Highfield and PACT Report (NJ)  

Roger thanked Nadine for this report which had been circulated with the Agenda.  Reported 
incidents had been lower perhaps due to the Christmas period. (Annex. ii.) 
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12. Planning 
a. 24/01451/FUL - 116 Highfield Lane Southampton SO17 1NP.  Roger had visited and could see 

nothing in the application that would justify an objection.  
b. NORA (National Organisation of Residents Associations).  HRA is a member and pays an annual 

subscription of this national organisation. Jerry is a Committee Member and had advised HRA 
that NORA has a new website (please take a look): https://www.nora-uk.com/ 

       
13. Reports 
a. Finance (MB) – income/expenditure for the last period 

Income = £88, Outgoings = £66.80, Current Account Balance = £3,392,  
Savings account = £22,608 

b. Membership (NM)  - Nicolla Martin was away.  Nadine and Barbara were covering Membership 
business.  It had been a quiet month 

c. Digital Communications (NJ) Roger thanked Nadine for this report which had been circulated 
with the Agenda. (See Annex. iii.) 
 

14. A.O.B. 
a. SCC HMO Licensing Survey.  This survey would be open for another month and all Committee    

Members were requested to complete it as HMO licensing was an important aspect for HRA to 
monitor: HMO Consultation Link  

b. Christine raised the issue of the University End of Year Waste Scheme.  There was to be a 
meeting later in January.  She alerted the Committee to a University proposal to reduce the 
number of streets where collections would take place to only 6.  She wondered if the streets 
where most people complained were the ones selected. At the previous HRA Committee 
Meeting, Councillor Savage had requested that the University increase its funding for the 
scheme as students in HMOs were causing excess waste at the end of each academic year.  
Christine would raise the reduction in the number of streets at the forthcoming Waste 
Meeting. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 8.10pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Next Committee Meeting Tuesday 11 February 7pm, Highfield Church Hall 
6 

 

Annex. i. Tree Removal Applications Avenue Campus Decisions  
Barbara Claridge HRAHonSec 06/01/25 

 

The decisions for these two applications have now been made and published, you may have 
already seen them but I wanted to just let you know.  24/00308/TPO and 24/00309/TPO 
  

For your interest, the decisions made were split for both applications – some trees attracted a 
refusal, some a permission and some of the smaller Ash and Elm were not listed in the TPO and 
therefore not protected.  Of these, the young Ash were found to be impacted by Ash Die Back (ADB) 
and the Elms by Dutch Elm Disease.  Due to this I found them not suitable for a new TPO and the 
University can deal with them as they see fit. 
  

I understand from comments made on the portal that there are some local concerns about the 
potential development of the site; I would like to reassure you that we will always consider a tree 
work application based on its own merits and balance that with an Arboricultural viewpoint. 
  

If you have any questions I would be happy to answer them. 
  

Kind regards 
  

Will Taylor (SCC Arboricultural Manager) 
 
Application No: 24/00308/TPO: 
TG6 - Mixed species group - Fell close to ground level T40 Ash (Common) - Fell and treat stump T35 
Ash (Common) - Fell close to ground level (approx 50mm). T62 Lime (Common) - Crown thin by 20% 
volume. Crown lift to 4m. Remove major dead wood. Clear vegetation and treat Ivy at ground level. 
Re-inspect. T116 Ash (Common) - Fell close to ground level (approx 50mm) T94 Ash - Fell close to 
ground level in phased removal and replacement programme. T100 Ash - Fell close to ground level 
as part of phased Ash removal programme. Avenue Campus Highfield Road Southampton SO17 1BF 
 

Decision Approve https://planningpublicaccess.southampton.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/ADC21A0C0AD77FA73915FE487F018FDB/pdf/24_00308_TPO-DECISION_NOTICE-
2054844.pdf 
T62 Lime (Common), marked on the plan and within The Southampton (Taunton’s College) TPO 
1994  
• Crown thin by 20% volume. Crown lift to 4m. Remove major dead wood. Clear vegetation and 
treat Ivy at ground level. Re-inspect.  
Note: The following trees are not currently included within a TPO and no written permission is 
required for the works as specified in this application: TG6 - 6 x Elms, T35 Ash, T40 Ash and T116 
Ash.  
 

Reason - To allow reasonable management of the tree in its location and condition.  
Site Address: Avenue Campus Highfield Road Southampton SO17 1BF 
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Decision Refusal https://planningpublicaccess.southampton.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/6B7146F86E471BAE1890477489E0B8A3/pdf/24_00308_TPO-DECISION_NOTICE-
2054843.pdf 
T94 Ash, marked on the plans and within The Southampton (Taunton’s College) TPO 1994  
• Fell close to ground level in phased removal and replacement programme.  
T100 Ash, marked on the plans and within The Southampton (Taunton’s College) TPO 1994  
• Fell close to ground level as part of phased Ash removal programme.  
 

For the following reasons: Trees appear to have normal bud formation and there is no apparent 
indication of decline. Their loss will have a significant impact on the visual amenity, screening and 
habitat of the area. Species susceptibility to disease is not considered sufficient justification for 
removal without clear evidence. 
 

Application Number: 24/00309/TPO:  
T99 Ash - Fell close to ground level T97 Ash - Fell close to ground level TG8 - Mixed Species Group; 
Ash, Hazel, Oak - Fell close to ground level x 6 dead / dying Ash trees. Cut back and crown lift it 3m 
remainder from highway footpath. ( 7 of 40) T5 Ash - Fell close to ground level (approx 50mm). T13 
Magnolia - Cut back branches from building to give clearance of 1-2m.  
Site Address: Avenue Campus Highfield Road Southampton SO17 1BF 
 

Decision Conditionally Approve https://planningpublicaccess.southampton.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/15BA39CC6A2F456D48E5E988EB7BFF6E/pdf/24_00309_TPO-DECISION_NOTICE-
2054847.pdf 
T5 Ash • Fell close to ground level (approx 50mm). A replacement tree must be planted. 
Note: The (other) following trees are not currently included within a TPO and no written permission 
is required for the works as specified in this application: T13 Magnolia and TG8 Mixed species 
group.  
Reason - To allow reasonable management of the trees in its location and condition. 
 

Decision Refusal https://planningpublicaccess.southampton.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/606F8EED58FD6906C448FE37C2414C83/pdf/24_00309_TPO-DECISION_NOTICE-
2054846.pdf 
T97 Ash, marked on the plan and within The Southampton (Taunton’s College) TPO 1994  
• Fell close to ground level  
T99 Ash, marked on the plan and within The Southampton (Taunton’s College) TPO 1994  
•  Fell close to ground level 
 
For the following reasons: Trees appear to have normal bud formation and there is no apparent 
indication of decline. Their loss will have a significant impact on the visual amenity, screening and 
habitat of the area. Species susceptibility to disease is not considered sufficient justification for 
their removal. 
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Annex. ii.  HRA Crime information sharing WhatsApp Group Report 
 
9.1.Reported incidents since the last HRA Committee Meeting of 10 December: 1 
 
There has only been one reported incident since the last HRA Committee Meeting on 10 December 
2024 (see below), compared with 21 reported during the previous period. However, it is important 
to note that Christmas and New Year celebrations were in between! 
 
Anti-social behaviour incident in Portswood Broadway: 

• A street drinker with the group of street drinkers in the Victory Gospel Church/Atlantic 
Cleaners area of Portswood was bleeding from the head.  One of our WhatsApp Group 
representatives called for an ambulance and gave sufficient information in order that the 
police could investigate if they wished. 

All crime and anti-social behaviour incidents are listed 
here: https://www.highfieldresidents.org.uk/crime-incidents/ 
 
9.2. Future dates and venues for Portswood PACT meetings 
 
Monday 24 March, 6.30-8pm 2025 (Hall, Highfield Church Centre) 
Monday 16 June, 6.30-8pm 2025 (Hall, Highfield Church Centre) 
Monday 8 September, 6.30-8pm 2025 (Lounge, Highfield Church Centre). 
 
9.3. Current state of play on CCTV cameras in Portswood - standing item until all CCTV are in place! 
 
One of the two CCTV cameras at Sainsbury's has been fixed and has been up and running for over 3 
months. Thank you to Cllr Finn for all her efforts in this and to the City Council team. By way of 
background, the Section 106 Agreement wording did not secure ongoing maintenance/operation of 
the Sainsbury's CCTV cameras by Sainsbury's, only that they were provided prior to occupation. 
 
There is currently one CCTV camera in use outside Coffee#1. This turns both ways. 
 
Chris Brown, Head of Community Safety, confirmed to Cllr Finn that there is a temporary solar 
camera installed as a stop gap measure opposite Poundland, pending "two permanent cameras on 
order that will be installed outside the Library on the west side of the Broadway and outside 
Roebridge Farm Shop (greengrocer), opposite Westridge Road. These have already been identified 
as locations by the Portswood Corridor scheme after research and consultation. The orders for 
works with Balfour Beatty are being scoped, but funding is secure." 
 
In an email dated 4/12/24, Chris Brown confirmed that these two permanent CCTV cameras and 
also the temporary CCTV camera were part of Operation Sentinel and a ballpark figure of £15k had 
been allocated.                  Nadine Johnson. Digital Communications 
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Annex. iii.  Digital Communications 
 
Facebook/Website 
 
There are now 1143 followers on the HRA Facebook page, an increase of 3 since HRA Committee 
Meeting of 10 December 2024. 
 
Thank you to Ken, Barbara and to two other HRA members for their photos. 
 
E-news 
 
A December issue was emailed to members on 12 December and a special edition was emailed on 
19 December 2024. 
 
Local news 
 
Roebridge Farm Shop (greengrocers) / Portswood Hardware 
 
Roebridge Farm Shop finally closed on 21 December. On that day, I interviewed the Manager about 
the history of the shop in Portswood, his reaction to the closure and what would happen to him 
and the other staff. I also took photographs.  
 
Portswood Hardware do not yet have a closure date. 
 
Nadine Johnson 
Digital Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


