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Minutes HRA Committee Meeting Tuesday 11 February 2025 

Highfield Church Halls 19:00h 
 

Annex.i. Waste Management Follow Up (CR) 
Attachment. Draft Comments on Portswood Broadway Road Safety Reports  
Pete Thomas 

 
Committee Members present: Prof. Roger Brown, Ken Burtenshaw, Martin Benning, Christine Rawnsley, 
Stephen Connolly, Paul Beard, Karen Edwards, Dave White 
Attendees: Councillor Savage, Councillor Barbour, Pete Thomas (OTRA),  
HRA Members: Ed Hill, Sarah Schofield, Liz Moore, Laurie Stras, Graham Linecar, James Williamson 
Invited Guest: Charlie Nicholson 
 

1. Prof. Roger Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked all those who had submitted reports 
in advance (Agenda Annexes i.-vii.) as this would mean that all attendees would be well prepared and 
that use of meeting time was efficient 
 

2. Apologies – Councillors: Fielker, Finn, Bunday, Jerry Gillen, Nadine Johnson 
 

3. Declarations of interest: Roger indicated that if any item of conflict with his role as independent Chair of 
the Portswood Broadway Steering Group arose then he would leave the meeting for that period.   
Item 14. ‘Committee Only’ had then been added to the end of the meeting  

 

4. Minutes 7 January 2025:  these had been circulated in advance and with some small adjustments were 
approved 
 

5. Matters Arising, not covered elsewhere 
a. Roger clarified that he had received one response from Councillor Fielker in response to his letters to 

her about the Portswood Shopping Centre proposal for student accommodation; the wider issue 
concerning a strategy for Portswood District Centre remained outstanding.  There would be a 
meeting soon between HRA, the Council Leader,  (RB and BC to represent HRA) and possibly Ward 
Councillors (Post meeting update: the meeting would be between RB and LF only) 

b. U1 bus route reinstatement report of meeting with Bluestar and the University.  This meeting took 
place on 27 January.  HRA was represented by RB, Graham Cole (HRA member) and BC.  The 
University and Bluestar listened and put forward their reasons for continuing with the revised routes 
(since the remodelling of Central Station).  The decision taken by the University and bus company was 
that U1 Service to Central Station would not be reinstated at this time.  This was despite the fact that 
the City Council had recently been awarded a total allocation of £4.6 million in bus investment 
funding compared to just under £650k per year in previous years 

c. Avenue Campus PBSA.  Graham Linecar asked if there had been any information from Cllr Finn who 
said at the last HRA meeting that she would contact Planning.  Nothing of any detail had emerged.  RB 
had held a preliminary conversation with Stephen Harrison (Head of Planning) 
Jon Walsh updated the meeting from the University – the plans were in a revision stage and there 
would be a second full public consultation before submitting to a Full Planning Application.  170 / 180 
email comments had been received from staff, neighbours and others.  The next stage would be later 
than originally planned 
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6. Portswood Broadway Bus-gate Trial  
a. Monitoring Report Week 1 (BC) presented with the Agenda.  The report was taken as read 
b. Bus-gate diversion map modification.  An HRA member from Uplands Estate and HRA had complained 

to the Portswood Project Team over the inclusion of a private road on the ‘Access Roads by Car’ map 
which was widely available on the SCC Website.  After further communications,  the Project Team 
understood their error and reissued the map without the private road 

c. Brookvale Road campaign.  Ed Hill said there was a unanimous voice around wider issues, for example 
the effect on the schools, than Brookvale Road, relating to the Trial.  He felt that the whole 
community should engage to have more influence.  Charlie Nicholson (BV) agreed with this statement 
and felt there should be whole community engagement.   
 
Liz Moore (HRA member from Church Lane) made a strong statement that Church Lane had been 
completely ignored in the whole ATZ process.  Church Lane was still 30mph and trapped between two 
areas of 20pmh (University Road and Highfield Lane).  She reported that there were many more cars 
taking a cut-through since the start of the trial, many drivers were taking risks at the established 
chicanes and that the road surface was breaking up. 
 
It was noted that the Steering Group had asked about displaced traffic and whether the 20mph could 
be extended to cover a wider area, including Church Lane.  Cllr Savage confirmed that the ATZ 
financial package stopped at Highfield Lane which had in fact become a boundary and that 
enforcement of speeding was the responsibility of the police not the Council. 
 
Pete Thomas had produced a draft report which had focussed on Safety Issues which illustrated some 
of the ATZ issues that had been highlighted in the Safety Audit (December 2024) but not 
implemented.  (See attached .pdf to be completed after the next RSA w/b 24 February) 
  
It was clarified that officers could make minor amendments to the ATZ design but that more 
substantial changes would need a new ETRO.  It was unclear if this would need Cabinet Approval and 
/ or a new public consultation.  BC would enquire on the process via the SG. 
 
James Williamson (HRA member and BV) updated the committee on the traffic monitoring that he 
was doing. The busiest day (Tues 4 Feb: 5975 vehicles) had been reached with over 100% more traffic 
than had been forecast.  
https://www.portswood-funnel.co.uk/ 
 
Westridge Road and Belmont Road were also experiencing serious problems with some residents 
reported as being unable to get out of their drives.   However, many of the houses were HMOs with a 
student population and perhaps experienced the trial from a different perspective.  HRA will try to 
establish a contact in those roads.   
 
Cllr Barbour reported that she had had 43 emails in two weeks and only 2 had been supportive of the 
Scheme. 
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7. Information from Councillors 
a. 20 mph Church Lane – see discussion above (Liz Moore and Cllr Savage).  BC would take the Church 

Lane issue to the next SG meeting. 
b. Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation: 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/news/devolution-and-local-government-reorganisation 
Cllr Savage reported that SCC’s joint proposal for wider devolution had been fast-tracked which would 
mean more money, more control and more capacity over a wider strategic area.  It was still hoped that 
Southampton itself would retain ‘city’ status as it was important that people felt they belonged.  The 
area of Southampton, Eastleigh, Totton and Fawley (Solent) was under discussion.  There would be no 
Southampton elections in 2025 because of the proposed devolution changes.  It was not known if there 
would be any consultation on this. 
Cllr Savage also reported Southern Water’s problem with a water outage in certain parts of 
Southampton in December (a repeat of 2022).  The infrastructure was very old and needed updating.  
When problems arose, SW need to improve their communication system with residents many of whom 
were sent to the wrong place to pick up bottled water.   
 

8. City / Local Plan.  The Officer with responsibility (Amber Trueman) had been unable to accept the Chair’s 
invitation to speak to the meeting due to the department having no spare capacity.  Although the 
relevant papers had been circulated in advance, Cllr Savage was not familiar with the content and agreed 
to find more information for the next meeting as HRA needed an update on the direction of the plan and 
timescales.  It was noted that there would be new Government regulations under the National Planning 
Policy Framework 
 

9. University Liaison 
a. University information - Avenue Campus see item 5c.  
b. Waste Meeting Report (CR) – See Annex.ii.  The Committee agreed to fund the room hire.  Barbara 

said it might be possible for Nadine to make-up a list of members in the roads most affected so that a 
targeted email invitation to the meeting could be sent. 

c. Laura Graves would share an update of events for the Minutes and HRA Comms 
 

10. HRA Crime WhatsApp group for Highfield – the report showing an increase in incidents, circulated with 
the Agenda, was noted.  Some of the incidents were relevant to Key Performance Indicators for the Bus-
gate Trial 

 
11. Planning 

a. 25/00114/PAH 10 Grosvenor Close: conservatory replacement (HMO).  Permitted development.  
Awaiting decision 

b. 24/01500/FUL 10 Holyrood Avenue: extension of parapet wall (HMO?). HRA Objection.     Awaiting 
decision 

c. 112 Upper Shaftesbury Avenue: Planning Panel (Sui Generis HMO).  HRA further statement to 
Planning panel, now on the HRA website.  Awaiting decision 

d. 24/01454/ELDC  76 Upper Shaftesbury Avenue: Existing use as car servicing and repairs (back garden 
of an HMO that is for sale).  HRA objection.  Awaiting decision 

e. 25/00013/ELDC - 45 Northcote Road Southampton SO17 3AH (4-bed HMO more than 10 years).  
HMO Licence going back more than 10 years. No objection  
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12. Reports 
a. Finance (MB) – Martin reported income  = £657; expenditure = £40; Current Account balance = 

£4068; Savings Account balance = £22,664.  Income was high due to two payments from advertisers 
who should have paid in 2024 

b. Membership (NM)  - Since the end of November there have been 30 memberships payments 
including 10 new members 

c. Digital Communications (NJ).  The report, circulated with the Agenda, was noted 
 

13. A.O.B.  
a. SCC HMO Licensing Survey Ref: SCC HMO Consultation before 24 February 
 

 

14.  Committee Only 
Discussion on the current Committee Position of the Portswood Bus-gate Trial 
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Annex.i.  Follow up from the Waste management Meeting (Christine Rawnsley) 
 
Notes: 
 
I would like the committee to:  
 
Approve a small pilot/ exploratory meeting for interested parties. (October Books charge £10-£20 ph, depending 
on timeslot, for community purposes. Max 2 hours).  Likely to be of particular interest to members in Granby 
Grove, Blenheim Gardens, Ripstone Gardens, Highfield Lane, Shaftesbury Avenue and Church Lane (highest 
student house numbers), and any other road where a member is motivated to support the pilot. Day time or 
evening, weekday or weekend. Given the roads, Church Centre might be better. Cost a bit more. 
 
Advertise the meeting through a paragraph in the next Facebook page or e-newsletter asking interested parties to 
email me/or via Barbara? 
 
In advance of the meeting I would circulate a summary of the paper and data to interested parties. I would ask 
Laura Graves if she could attend as well, and Hilary from OARA to talk about the pros and cons of their scheme.   
  
Purpose of the meeting: 
 

• to discuss ways to improve year-round and end-of-year contamination rates in the area, ( with ref. to the 
UoS Recycling bags and End of Year waste programme) through time effective voluntary work. See what 
level of support there is at the meeting 

• look at the data and agree a number of HRA roads in which to pilot 'introducing yourself to student 
households, talk about their waste awareness' and distributing the bags.   I have more bags now from 
UoS. 

• If in time and with positive outcomes, a report back in the Spring newsletter.   
 
 
 


