
Minutes HRA Committee Meeting Tuesday 11 March 2025 

Highfield Church Halls 19:00h 
 
Annex.i. HRA Notes for ATZ Community Meeting 25/02/25 (BC) 
Attachment. Report on Air Quality (BC) 
Annex.ii. University Report 
 

Committee Members present: Prof. Roger Brown, Ken Burtenshaw, Martin Benning, Christine Rawnsley, 
Stephen Connolly, Paul Beard, Nicolla Martin, Barbara Claridge 
Attendees: Councillor Savage, Councillor Barbour, Pete Thomas (OTRA), Katherine Holmes (ATZ), Cllr Barbour, 
Cllr Finn 
HRA Members: Ed Hill, Graham Linecar, Sarah Millo 
 
1. Prof. Roger Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked all those who had submitted reports 

in advance (Agenda Annexes i. - vii.) as this would mean that all attendees would be well prepared and 
that use of meeting time was efficient.  He reported that Jerry Gillen was unwell following a fall and that 
he was improving slowly.  The meeting attendees wished Jerry a speedy recovery. He outlined the two 
Reserved Business items as being i) Information to Committee members detailing RB’s recent discussion 
with Councillor Fielker and ii) Committee information updating by the HonSec on issues related to the 
Portswood Broadway Project 
 

2. Apologies: Jerry Gillen, Karen Edwards, Councillor Fielker, Councillor Bunday 
 

3. Declarations of interest: None 
 

4. Minutes 11 February 2025: These had been circulated and were accepted 
 
5. Matters Arising, not covered elsewhere 

a. Report on ATZ Community Meeting (BC). The informal meeting was arranged by Katherine Holmes 
(Brookvale ATZ) and included attendees from the Oakmount Triangle area, PRG, Glebe Court and 
HRA.  Various constructive discussions took place and it was agreed that a further meeting, after the 
next SG meeting on 26 March, might be useful. (HRA Notes for the Meeting in Minutes Annex.i.) 

b. Church Lane 20mph – the change for Church Lane to be included in the 20mph zone was confirmed 
soon after the February Committee Meeting.  Roger thanked Cllrs Savage and Finn for their 
intervention to secure this 

c. End of Year Waste Project update - Christine reported little interest so far but she would publicise 
again using HRA Social media 

d. NSCF AGM volunteer CR – Roger thanked Christine for volunteering to represent HRA at the AGM of 
North Southampton Community Forum ( Thursday 20 March) 
 

6. Portswood Broadway Bus-gate Trial  
a. Report on Air Quality (BC) (attachment to the Minutes). The main questions were: 

i. Q 1. By rerouting the traffic to Brookvale Road during the Bus-gate Trial, has an air quality 
problem been shifted from a main thoroughfare (Portswood Road) to a smaller totally 
residential road? 

 
ii. Q.2. Are the effects on air quality exacerbated due to the built environment of Brookvale Road 

being different to Portswood Road?   



iii. Q.3. Have the ATZ calming measures introduced on Brookvale and Russell Place, where cars are 
often idling or stopped, further degraded air quality? 
 

b. Steering Group Update – The Steering Group was due to meet on Thursday 13 March to consider 
comments on the WSP Portswood Project Baseline Data Report.  HRA and OTRA had submitted 
detailed reports identifying poor survey methods, some inaccurate calculations, Bus-data 
inconsistencies and the quality of the Healthy Streets Assessments (for example the Healthy Streets 
Assessment on Brookvale Road was between Portswood Road and Russell Place which is not typical 
of Brookvale Road).  Other HRA members on the SG reported Survey issues with low population 
representation (1.4% surveyed compared to  the overall population).  The use of a QR Code to access 
the survey had meant there was no way of verifying residents from visitors to the area.  Views from 
the local schools had only 5 respondents.  Several comments highlighted that the Survey had not 
directly asked about the proposed Bus-gate Trial.  A further update to committee will be issued after 
the SG Meeting in time for the next HRA Committee Meeting 

c. Report on Brookvale traffic movements since the last meeting – the data extract from the Brookvale 
Road LiDAR vehicle counter, circulated with the Agenda, showed consistently high figures and would 
be a valuable measure for the Key Performance Indicators.  Christine raised the issue of Southampton 
home football games and how the vehicles numbers were higher on these dates.  She wondered if 
more appropriate signage would divert fans, who maybe did not live in the city, away from residential 
roads 

d. Road Safety Audits – the Stage 3 Road Safety Audit on the ATZ measures had been due to take place 
w/b 10 March (delayed from w/b 4 March).  As soon as the details have been released from the 
Project Team they will be shared with HRA Committee and members.  (Post meeting note: the Audit 
is now available here RSA portswood-broadway-bus-gate-trial-atz.pdf 

e. Roger reported that the give-way pinch point, south of the Mini-roundabout on Brookvale Road and 
some parking spaces had been removed on the evening of 5 March on safety grounds 

f. The role of the Steering Group had been clarified following an apology from Cllr Keogh over his 
misinformation about the roles and SG responsibilities of the Steering Group. 

     Ed had asked who was on the Steering Group.  Roger replied that the Council’s intention in setting up 
the Steering Group was that it would broadly represent the local community and businesses in order 
to monitor the KPIs of the Trial.  Members had been nominated or had volunteered.  The first 
meeting had been held on 16 May 2024. 

 

7. Information from Councillors 
a. City Plan update from Cllr Savage deferred 
b. On-line Consultation on Devolution Consultation now open  Barbara commented that she had looked 

at the survey but would not be completing it.  She felt there were intrusive and unnecessary 
questions at the beginning of the survey which were ‘required’ before it was possible to comment on 
any Devolution Proposals:  ‘This information will help us to understand whether the responses we 
have received are representative of those who live and work in Hampshire and the Solent.’  The 
questions were about: age group, ethnic group, gender or if you preferred to self-describe, sexual 
orientation, disabilities and finally post-code.  Barbara felt by the time she would have answered all 
of the questions she could be personally identified and could not see how they related to Devolution.  
It is hoped the ward Councillors would report this back. (Action BC to write to Ward Councillors) 

c. Cllr Savage reported that households were due to receive a letter explaining the Devolution choices 
on   21 March.  He also reported on: A car dealership in St Denys ( which did not comply with Planning 
Conditions) and was heavily fined:  an inappropriate 3m wall built by a Housing Association which will 
have to be removed: his support of a needy family who were having difficulties in accessing the 
ambulance service due to the health concerns of the carer.   



He announced there was to be a Love Where You Live Litter Pick in Portswood Park which was        
supported by all Portswood Ward Councillors.  HRA would advertise this on Social Media once the 
date had been finalised. 
He had attended a Flood Group Meeting (Cllr Finn is the Chair) and a meeting with Southern Water 
about the desire to apply for bathing water status on the R. Itchen.  
He had also been listening to the concerns of Brookvale residents over high vehicle numbers and 
listening to their ideas and solutions and discussing options with the project teams.   
Pete T asked Cllr Savage if those options might affect residents outside of Brookvale Road.  Cllr 
Savage replied that wide options were being looked at including some previously dismissed. 
Paul Beard commented that there was absolute justification in raising the issues.  Brookvale Road 
was now a disaster area.  However there was a need to be cautious about tinkering around the edges. 
The Bus-gate was a systematic issue and therefore it would not be suitable to make changes where 
one untried idea led to the expense of another. 
Cllr Barbour commented that the problems were not just with the ATZ and Brookvale but much wider 
afield and that a very difficult situation had been created.  Cllr Keogh was to be questioned at the Full 
Council Meeting on 26 March and that was an opportunity for residents to ask questions. 
Roger commented that that the issue was with the Bus-gate scheme as a whole not only the ATZ. 
Graham commented that there had been reports of many motorcyclists on the Common.  He asked if 
Councillors had a plan. 
Cllr Finn added that recently ‘hot spots’ had been identified in St Denys.  She advised that all such 
incidents should be reported to the police as Intelligence was important 

 

8. University Liaison 
 As there was no representative able to attend the meeting due to illness, a report had been sent  
(Minutes Annex.ii.) 
Graham commented that there had been no updates about the Avenue Campus Development.  He 
was concerned that any new information would be ‘short notice’, maybe over the Easter Holiday.  
Roger agreed to contact the University about appropriate notice periods for any further designs. 

     Cllr Finn said that she had already talked to Planning and they had agreed to let her know when any            
further discussions were scheduled about the Development.   

 

9. HRA Crime WhatsApp group for Highfield (NJ) (Agenda Annex.i.) 
a. Nadine’s report was accepted and Roger thanked her for her report.   
b. Nadine also introduced an ASB / Motoring / Safety Incident Log for the ATZ area in and around 

Brookvale Road between 11/1/25 and 5/3/25. The Log contained important observed / reported 
incidents and was a valid form of monitoring.  It had been shared with the Police.  Also to note: many 
cars were ignoring the 20mph limit  

 

10. Planning 
a. 112, Upper Shaftesbury Avenue; Sui Generis 7-bed HMO.  Approved at Planning Panel.  The issue of 

HMOs ever-increasing in size was a strategic issue facing the whole of the city but especially in 
Highfield.  It was felt there was no more HMO space in Portswood. 

b. Notice had been received of another new proposal for purpose built student accommodation at 264-
266 Portswood Road (The (old) Waggoners Arms).  The proposals included 90 student rooms, high 
quality, car free, Communal lounge, bike store, laundry room and landscaping.  HRA would not make 
any comment until a formal Planning Application had been made. 

 



11. Reports 
a. Finance (MB) – income/expenditure for the last period 
Income: £71; Outgoings £144; Balance Current Account £3944; Balance High Interest account £22,711 
 
b. Membership (NM)  - between the beginning of December and the beginning of March: 20 renewals; 
13 new members; not renewed is not yet collated 
 
c. Digital Communications Report (Agenda Annex. ii.) Nadine selected some items of local news to 
highlight: Kate’s Café reported revenue down by 20 % since the Bus-gate started.  Special breakfast 
promotions had been introduced.  The café might not survive.  Brides of Portswood was closing its 
Portswood Store and moving to a bigger, city centre location.  This store had been in Portswood since 
1976.  Nadine thanked her suppliers of local photographs. 

 
12. A.O.B.  

a. Spring Newsletter – Ken reported that it was going well and included various articles from members.  
It should be with the printers this week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex.i. HRA Notes for the ATZ Community Informal Meeting 25 February 2025 6pm Highfield Church 
 

• Monthly Interim Report January 2025 - % not numbers.  Base data uses numbers? 
 

• Contacting the Project Team – messages from JS 
 

• Statements about the SG designing the ATZ from councillors 
 

• KPI workload / sharing 
 
1. To regenerate and make Portswood District Centre a more attractive, accessible, vibrant and competitive 

economic destination so people spend more time and money here 
 

Need numbers of cyclists and pedestrians 
Key source: local business 

 
2. To improve the air quality, environment and biodiversity 
 

HRA has started work on this and is seeking expertise from Southampton University (Sustainability and 
Resilience Institute) 
 
Key sources: Air Quality above; Environment and Biodiversity.  HRA to interrogate the base data Report on 
Community Engagement.  Challenge method and numbers participating e.g. Brookvale Road and Russell Place 
results example 

 
3. To provide more space for people walking and wheeling with improved connectivity and road safety 
 

Challenge the acronyms e.g. walking/cycling porosity and mesh density.  Where will I see that? 
Where has more space been created; where is there improved connectivity?  Safety? 
Compliance with 20mph seed limit.   
Key Source: Surveys: businesses, deliveries, buses operator and emergency services.  Challenge base data as 
only Fire Service responded (5?) 

 
4. To improve the choices of transport modes for people to use 
 

Is there a wider choice?  Are different transport modes used?  Challenge all survey data (residents, business, 
bus user but particularly schools’ data (5)) 
 

5. ** To improve bus reliability and journey times and create better bus stops (HRA) 
 

N.B. improve better bus times across the Corridor (Eastleigh to City) 
Are there ‘better’ bus shelters? 
Look at this list -  they are all KPIs:  
increase in user score, increase in bus operator score, increase in average bus speed (Across the whole 
corridor?, reduction in through traffic (where)?, reduction in traffic obstruction at bus stops, decrease 
vehicles parked along(?), Portswood (Highfield Lane to Brookvale Road) 

 
6. To enhance quality of life for all who live, work or shop in the area; 



 
Key source: Surveys and user ‘scores’.  Challenge the inclusion of schools.  N.B. on-street survey, businesses 
 
 

7. To reduce the amount of through route traffic on local roads BV ATZ? 
 

Reduce through-traffic not only on Portswood Road but also on local streets 
 
Local roads (KPI 7) N.B. “local roads would need to be agreed before the assessment is undertaken” 

 
Roads are referred to as (very muddled vocabulary): 
Nearby roads (KPI 2, KPI 7) 
Nearby streets (KPI 2, KPI 7) 
Local streets (KPI 3) 
Surrounding roads (KPI 3) 
 
Are these the roads? 
 

Brookvale Road  A335 Thomas Lewis Way 
Abbotts Way  A33 The Avenue 
Highfield Lane  Other roads on the wsp base line data traffic map: 
Portswood Road  Bevois Hill  
Russell Place  Lodge Road  
Winn Road  Grosvenor Road 
Westwood Road Shaftesbury Avenue 
Westridge Road  Not on the map but relevant? 
Belmont Road St Denys Road 

 
 

 
8. To reduce crime and anti-social behaviour (HRA WhatsApp Crime Reporting Group / PACT?) 
 

Key source: Reduction in ASB, Reduction in Public Order offences, Reduction in shoplifting.  Survey residents, 
visitors and businesses 

 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Claridge 
 

HRAHonSec 25/02/25 
 

HRA.HonSec@gmail.com 

 
 
 



Annex.ii. University Report 
 
End of Year Waste 2025  
 We are pleased to confirm that despite rising costs, the University has generously committed to an additional 
end-of-year waste collection to ensure our roads remain clean and tidy as we wrap up the academic year. 
Furthermore, the University has committed to paying extra this year, to fund additional loading time during this 
collection. The extension to the route will enable the crew to collect from more roads – with priority roads 
determined by a collaborative-design process involving Highfield Residents Association, Outer Avenue Residents 
Association and Southampton City Council.    
  
University breaks ground on next generation teaching and learning building  
Last week the University celebrated the beginning of construction of a new state of the art teaching and learning 
building on the North East corner of Highfield Campus. A groundbreaking ceremony for the building marked the 
official start of the University’s largest investment in teaching and learning facilities in decades. This development 
is a key component of an ambitious programme aimed at rejuvenating and refurbishing the University’s 
campuses, which will create the best education and studying facilities for students, enable world-class research to 
take place, and foster collaboration with businesses.  
  
Key Events  
Science and Engineering Day (Saturday 15 March, 10:30 – 16:30)  
 X§Science and Engineering Day is our free family-friendly event packed with more than a hundred hands-on 
activities, workshops, talks, exhibits shows and laboratory tours.   
As in previous years, Science and Engineering Day will take place at the end of British Science Week, on Saturday 
15 March, Highfield Campus and Boldrewood Innovation Campus at the University of Southampton.    
Join researchers, artists and local community groups to discover some of the amazing research and activity taking 
place at the University of Southampton and the wider region, while visiting some of the University 
of Southampton's state of the art facilities.   
 The event is FREE to attend, but we request all visitors to book a general admission ticket in advance through 
Eventbrite.  
  
Hidden in Stone - new exhibition – 4 April – 1 June  
Hidden in Stone is an exhibition exploring the geological history of Britain’s South Coast, featuring fossils, dinosaur 
models, and a collaborative artwork. The exhibition, running from 4 April - 1 June, in collaboration with 
the Department of Archaeology at the University of Southampton, Karen Fawcett Studios and Winchester School 
of Art in partnership with Dinosaur Isle, Friends of Dinosaur Isle, The Etches Collection, and The Hastings Museum 
and Art Gallery. To reserve your place, please book a free ticket on Eventbrite.    
  
Latest UoS news  
University recognised for its commitment to sanctuary seekers  
The University of Southampton has been officially recognised as a University of Sanctuary, receiving its award at 
an event in the city centre.  
As a University of Sanctuary, the institution is recognised for its commitment to creating a culture of safety, 
inclusion and support for those seeking sanctuary.  
The University has joined the Southampton Sanctuary Network, alongside Southampton Solent University, 
Southampton City Council and City Life Church.  
  
Read more on our news page.  
  



University of Southampton to help tackle UK’s respiratory health crisis  
The University of Southampton will be part of a new national initiative to confront the UK’s respiratory health 
crisis.  
Centre for Applied Respiratory Research, innovation and Impact (CARRii) will bring together leading academics, 
clinicians, industry experts, patients, and policymakers to drive cutting-edge innovations that will reduce 
hospitalisations, ease winter pressures on the NHS, and tackle alarming health inequalities.  
Respiratory diseases are now the third highest cause of death in the UK. The UK has the highest death rate in 
Europe due to respiratory illnesses, and a higher death rate than the OECD average.  
  
How civic arts programmes can make students feel welcome  
Writing for ‘Times Higher Education (THE)’ University of Southampton’s Head of Engagement and Participation at 
Turner Sims, Jessica Santer, and MSc marine archaeology alumnus at the University of Southampton and assistant 
producer at Turner Sims, Carley Divish, share how empowering students to co-create music events with peers can 
foster a sense of belonging in their university and city.   
They explain, “We wanted to enable students and local young people to collaborate and gain new skills and 
experience, so we created an annual programme with a paid opportunity for music lovers aged 18 to 25 living in 
our city.  
“The Vibe Collective welcomes younger audiences into Turner Sims, the university’s 50-year-old music venue, as 
programmers – and, by extension, as participants in our events.”  
 


