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Minutes HRA Committee Meeting Tuesday 10 June 2025 

Highfield Church Halls 19:00h 
 
 
Committee members present: Roger Brown (Chair), Jerry Gillen, Nicolla Martin, Steve Connolly, 
Ken Burtenshaw, Nadine Johnson, Martin Benning, Paul Beard, Karen Edwards 

Non-committee members present: Cllr. Barbour, Graham Linecar, Ed Hill 

1. Prof. Roger Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting thanking Ken for putting out the chairs 
and all those who had sent in reports prior to the meeting. He also thanked Martin for taking the 
minutes. 

 
 

2. Apologies: Cllrs Savage, Finn, Bundy and Fielker, Malcolm White (OTRA), University, Christine 
Rawnsley, Pete Thomas, Dave White 
 

3. Declarations of interest - none 
 

4. Minutes 13 May 2025 – these were accepted 
 

5. Matters Arising, not covered elsewhere 
a. Communications re ASB and Blockbusters street people. (Annex.i. Agenda 13 May for letter 

to Cllr lambert and Inspector Maidment from HRA Chair).   
 
In an email to the Chair, Francesca Prio had reported that the Council and police had 
managed to clear the homeless people from outside Blockbusters. Cllr. Fielker had said that 
there could be more funding from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) that could go into 
the district areas of Southampton. Francesca Prior had spoken to the estate managers of the 
Blockbusters site and they promised to clear up the mess left by the homeless people.  
Hampshire Alert publicised the action that the local police, Southampton City Council’s 
Stronger Communities Team and the property’s managers had taken to resolve the situation 
(https://www.hampshirealert.co.uk/Alerts/A/278357/Trespassers-Removed-from-Former-
Blockbuster-Site-on-Portswood-Road )  

 
The question was asked about how the homeless people could be stopped from using the 
site again.  As the area was private property, it was the property managers who would 
ensure by some means that this would not be possible. RB made the point that it had been 
HRA pushing the Council and police to do something that had led to the action happening. 
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6. Information from Councillors 
Cllr Barbour 
“St Denys Carnival had been a great success with its nature theme and a huge variety of walking and 
wheeled floats – no engines involved and we are already planning a carnival for 2026. 
The urban wild festival was another excellent event as part of the National City Park status and 
there was an inter species debate and a festival on the Common on Sunday.  Well done to all the 
team involved in these events. 
Residents in the Herbert Collins flats were collating issues and these would be discussed at a 
meeting at the end of the month before deciding whether to take a statutory nuisance action.  If you 
know of any residents in these flats with issues please direct them to Cllr. Barbour. 
A litter pick is planned for Portswood Park area on Sunday 22nd June from 2pm to 3pm meeting at 
Lawn Road play area, all 3 councillors are involved in this. 
Cllr Barbour reported on the walkabout around Portswood with Anne Bond and John Collier (the 
two other local councillors were unable to attend but very much supported this initiative). The focus 
of the walk was to look at possible improvements to the area that could be funded by the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. There are five district centres in Southampton each with its own issues and each 
wanting some funding. The idea that Portswood could become a leisure destination that offered 
more than just bars and fast food outlets was supported. The point was made that Bedford Place is a 
thriving area and Bitterne Village was improving. There were concerns raised about the level of 
rents in Portswood that had a detrimental effect on independent shops. 
Next councillor surgery is Saturday 28th June 2pm to 3pm.  There is a slot at 2.30pm if anyone wishes 
to come and talk about any issues, this is held at St Denys Church.” 
 
Cllr Finn 
Carers week; next steps for the improvement of Portswood since the bus gate pause; homeless 
people in Portswood. 
 
Cllr Savage – was on leave. 
 
7. Portswood Broadway Bus-gate Trial – all of the documents had been attached as Annexes with 

the Agenda 
a. Upcoming Steering Group Meeting – RB was not sure that this meeting would happen due to 

illness (post meeting note: the meeting had been cancelled.) There was a lot of discussion 
around what would happen next. With Cllr Fielker stepping down as Leader of the Council there 
was uncertainty about the direction any new leader would want to take. £1.2million had already 
been spent on the scheme with £0.8million unspent – there was no clear idea how or if this 
money would be spent. RB stated that HRA should be positive towards any new consultation 
process that might emerge in the future 

b. Committee Position Statement , April 2025 (Agenda Annex.i.) This was endorsed 
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c. Statement of Principle (agreed between HRA, OTRA, Glebe Court and North Southampton 
Community Forum May 2025 (Agenda Annex.ii.)  Following the pause in the Trial, this Statement 
had been sent by the HonSec to The Cabinet Member for Transport, Cllr Keogh, and copied to 
Ward Councillors, the Portswood Project Team and the Chair of the Steering Group. There was 
general agreement at the meeting with the Statement of Principle and it was endorsed. There 
had been no acknowledgement so far from Cllr Keogh 

d. General Comments from the meeting following the pause in the Trial – RB made the point that 
there should be no agreement about the new student block on the Portswood Shopping Centre 
site until the future of Portswood Broadway had been agreed. Local Councillors needed to be 
involved – RB will be meeting with them to discuss this issue in relation to the Local Plan. 

e. Portswood Objectives Grid, Next Stage prepared by the HonSec for the next Steering Group 
Meeting (Agenda Annex.iii.) 

f. If Committee Members and Attendees have any comments on the ATZ or the Broadway 
Emergency Traffic Regulation Orders (ETRO) please send them to:  

https://transport.southampton.gov.uk/tro-consultations/portswood-broadway/ 
 
8. HRA Crime Report  

a. WhatsApp group for Highfield NJ (Agenda Annex.iv. for full report)  
There had been at least 18 reported incidents since the last HRA Committee Meeting on 13 
May. There were also 18+ reported during the previous period.   The situation of the 
‘encampment’ on the former Blockbusters site was discussed at length. 

 
9. University Liaison (Agenda Annex.v.) Taken as read 
 
10. Planning 
a. 50 Shaftesbury Avenue – 25/00552/FUL Change of use from a dwelling house (Class C3) to an 8-

bed house in multiple occupation (HMO, class Sui-generis) and roof extension to facilitate loft 
conversion. HonSec to object by 14 June. 

b. Question for Ward Councillors – where are we with the Supplementary Planning Document as 
several times recently for Sui-Generis applications this has not been used by planning and 
permission granted? https://www.southampton.gov.uk/planning/planning-
policy/supplementary-planning/planning-hmo/  (Post meeting note: Cllr Finn and Cllr Fielker 
confirmed this was still in place) 

c. For North Southampton Community Forum - Appeal 117 Harrison Road (HMO annex in back 
garden to become Sui generis) HonSec to submit objection statement to support SCC 

d. 25/00598/FUL - 48 Orchards Way Southampton SO17 1RE Conversion of existing garage into 
habitable living space with single-storey rear extension and roof alterations.  Waiting to hear 
from Uplands 

e. 25/00605/FUL - Highfield Hall University Halls of Residence Omdurman Road Southampton SO17 
1AW – external alterations including the installation of a ramp and widening of footpaths to 
improve accessibility 
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f. 25/00576/FUL – 264/266 Portswood Road Southampton SO17 2LE (Waggoners Arms) purpose-
built student accommodation 4-storey block, 83 x 1-bed studio flats, communal areas. Car 
parking (none), cycle store (42 bikes: I per 2 students in line with the Council’s Highway 
Engineer’s advice utilising a two-tier storage system), refuse store and landscaping  

g. 25/00627/FUL – to replace the Scout Hut on Brookvale Road – this will involve the removal of a 
large tree. Uplands Estate might be concerned about this. BC to contact Pete Errington. 

 
 
11. Reports 

a. Finance (MB) – Outgoings: £211  Income: £509  Current account balance: £5080  Savings 
account: £22,860 

b. Membership (NM)  - renewals; new members; not renewed 
Total paid up members 356; Rolling (paid since January 2025 = 197); 3 new members; 15 
members did not renew in May.  Nicolla had been asked to supply the names to the HonSec 
and she will follow up. 

c. Digital Communications Report (Agenda Annex.iv. for full report) 
 

12. A.O.B.  
 
  
 
 
HRA Committee and AGM dates: 
Tuesday 1 July (Changed date) 
No meeting in August 
Tuesday 16 September (Changed date - please will a Committee Member volunteer to take the 
notes at this meeting?) 
Tuesday 14 October 
Tuesday 11 November (AGM) 
Tuesday 9 December 

 
 


