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KLJK¿HOGUDFRPPV#JPDLO�FRP

7KLV� KDV� DOPRVW� FHUWDLQO\� EHHQ� +5$¶V� EXVLHVW� \HDU�� ,W�
KDV� EHHQ� GRPLQDWHG� E\�&RXQFLO� SODQV� IRU� WKH�(DVWOHLJK�
6RXWKDPSWRQ�&RUULGRU��RWKHUZLVH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�3RUWVZRRG�
3URMHFW�RU�WKH�%XV�JDWH��DQG�E\�SODQV�IRU�\HW�PRUH�SXUSRVH�
EXLOW� VWXGHQW� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� EORFNV�� LQ� 3RUWVZRRG�
%URDGZD\� DQG� RQ� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 6RXWKDPSWRQ¶V�
$YHQXH� &DPSXV�� $QRWKHU� PDMRU� LVVXH� KDV� EHHQ� WKH�
H[WHQW� RI� DQWL�VRFLDO� EHKDYLRXU� LQ� WKH�%URDGZD\�DQG� WKH�
LPPHGLDWHO\� VXUURXQGLQJ� DUHD�� ,Q� WKHVH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
+5$�RZHV�D�JUHDW�GHEW� WR� LWV�RI¿FHUV�±�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�

RXU�+RQ�6HF��%DUEDUD�&ODULGJH��DQG�RXU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�
2I¿FHU��1DGLQH� -RKQVRQ� ±� IRU� NHHSLQJ� WKH� VKRZ� RQ� WKH�
URDG���%XW�ZH�DOVR�GHSHQG�KHDYLO\�RQ�\RXU�ORFDO�VXSSRUW��
6R� ,� KRSH� WKDW� RQ� UHDGLQJ� WKLV� \RX�ZLOO� �D�� FRQWLQXH� WR�
UHQHZ�\RXU�+5$�PHPEHUVKLS�RU�EHFRPH�D�QHZ�PHPEHU��
�GHWDLOV� DUH� LQ� WKLV�1HZVOHWWHU� DQG� RQ� RXU�ZHEVLWH��� DQG�
�E�� FRPH� WR� RXU� ��WK�$*0� RQ� 7XHVGD\� ��� 1RYHPEHU�
DW� �SP� ZKHQ� DOO� WKHVH� DQG� PDQ\� RWKHU� LVVXHV� ZLOO� EH�
GLVFXVVHG�,Q� WKH�PHDQWLPH��SOHDVH�HQMR\� WKLV�1HZVOHWWHU�
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Brides of Southampton
Brides of Southampton have sold and rented out wedding 
dresses and provided a full cleaning and alteration service 
in Portswood since 1 October 1976.  Shelley Jory-Leigh, 
the second generation owner, proudly told me they were the 
oldest Bridal Shop in the UK, currently employing 8 staff.   
Sadly, their last day in Portwood was on 28 September.  
Brides was set up by her mother and father; her mother 
being an experienced bridal sales person at the then famous 
Youngs in London.  The shop took off quickly.  Brides will 
be celebrating their 50th anniversary next year.  Shelley’s 
mother had cited three reasons for choosing Portswood.  
,W�ZDV�D�EHDXWLIXO��DIÀXHQW�DUHD�ZLWK�DIIRUGDEOH�UHQWV��WKH�
Broadway cinema was opposite and they were surrounded 
by the well-known Alex Bennett Motorcycles: both were a 
great pull to the district centre.  It was also on the main bus 
route with a bus stop just outside. 
Shelley worked in the shop from the age of 10 as a runner 
and worked her way up, becoming a business partner 30 
years ago.  She has a professional sports career running 
alongside the shop and, as an only child with no children, 
said the staff were her family.  Some have been with her for 
up to 34 years!
I asked her why they had moved. She told me that Portswood 
and the industry had changed. Customer expectations were 
different now; booking is by appointment; 80% of their 
customers were by recommendation and with social media, 
location was not so critical.  They also had outgrown the 
EXLOGLQJ�� KDYLQJ� UHFRQ¿JXUHG� WKH� VSDFH� H[KDXVWLYHO\��
Additionally, the 10-year lease was up. Their new location 
DW����&DUOWRQ�&UHVFHQW�LV�D�EODQN�FDQYDV�ZLWK���ODUJHU�¿WWLQJ�
rooms on which they could build.  Brides reopened in their 
new premises on 4th October.

Brides have moved

Nadine Johnson, HRA 

Shelley said that her Mum, now deceased, would have 
been proud with what they were doing.  She added, 
“Thank you to the people of Portswood” and for the lovely 
comments they had received over the years, especially 
dressing the Christmas windows when people would stop 
and chat and make their day.    

Anti Social Behaviour and Crime
Do you know where to report Anti-social Behaviour or a 
potential crime?  Please always report it:
https://www.highfieldresidents.org.uk/reporting-anti-
social-behaviour-which-authority-to-use/

/RFDO�UHVLGHQWV�PD\�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�+LJK¿HOG�
churchyard is now being managed in a way to actively 
encourage biodiversity.
The grass cutting regime around the old graves has been 
PRGL¿HG�WR�DOORZ�JUDVVHV�DQG�QDWLYH�ÀRZHUV�WR�VHW�VHHG��DQ�
audit by church members in June revealed over 100 species 
RI�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD���:H�LGHQWL¿HG��\DUURZ��ODG\¶V�EHGVWUDZ��
bird’s-foot trefoil, oxeye daisy and meadow saxifrage.  This 
was the third year of the ‘churches count for nature’ scheme 
ZKLFK�+LJK¿HOG�&KXUFK�LV�SOHDVHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�DQG�LW�LV�
encouraging to see what can thrive in our small churchyard 
RQ�+LJK¿HOG�/DQH�

HRA Member Liz Moore

Discover the
Churches for 
Nature Scheme

People with accessibility needs struggle with pathways.  
If you use a buggy, a mobility scooter, or have other 
mobility / vision needs, the uneven paths and blockages 
FDQ� EH� D� UHDO� LVVXH� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� +LJK¿HOG� 5RDG��
Southampton University students are local residents and 
use this road. The path can become completely blocked to 
those using assisted travel.  Throughout wider Portswood, 
residents and students in HMOs can help those with 
PRELOLW\�GLI¿FXOWLHV�E\�NHHSLQJ�ELQV�RII� WKH� VWUHHW� DIWHU�
collections and cars off the pavements.  Contact: Toby 
Page, SUSU VP Inclusion, toby.page@soton.ac.uk

Editor note: The revised proposal for Student Accommodation on 
the Avenue Campus site would add 400 more students using the 
IRRWSDWKV�EHWZHHQ�+LJK¿HOG�5RDG�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�&DPSXV���
7KHUH� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� ����� VWXGHQWV� ZLWK� GLVDELOLWLHV� LQ� 8R6�

Making Inclusive Travel Easier



x� Self Assessment tax returns 
x� Property Letting Accounts 
x� VAT Returns 
x� Payroll 
x� CIS returns 

x� General bookkeeping 
x� Ltd Co. micro accounts 
x� Office admin. Services 
x� Virtual Assistant 
x� Charity accounts 

Figures Bookkeeping Services (Est. 1989) 

www.figures-bookkeeping.co.uk 

Email: figuresbooks@outlook.com    Tel: 07817 748901 
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Portswood Bus-gate - What Next?

During the HRA AGM in 2024, 
Councillors informed us that anti-social 
behaviour was an issue locally, that 
EDVH�OLQH� WUDI¿F� PRGHOOLQJ� RQ� 7/:� KDG�
EHHQ� FDUULHG� RXW� VR� ZHUH� FRQ¿GHQW� WKH�
route would cope with higher expected 
YROXPHV�RI�WUDI¿F��WKDW�WKH�VFKHPH�ZRXOG�
EH� D� JUHDW� ERRQ� WR� 7KH� %URDGZD\�� WKDW�
we were not experts and had not seen the 
success achieved in other communities -  
which all seemed rather like this community didn’t count.  
However, we were also told that it was going to be a trial 
and if there was evidence the scheme was not working it 
FRXOG�QRW�SURFHHG���%\�WKH�7KUHH�0RQWK�,QWHULP�5HSRUW�LW�
was obvious it wasn’t working and thankfully was paused 
LQ�0D\�� �7KH�GLVSODFHG�WUDI¿F�GLG�QRW�XVH�7KRPDV�/HZLV�
:D\�DV�KDG�EHHQ�PRGHOOHG���%XW�LW�GLG�XVH�%URRNYDOH�5RDG�
which carried an extra 2934 extra vehicles a day*
Since then there has been little news.  A new Cabinet 

0HPEHU�IRU�7UDQVSRUW��&RXQFLOORU�/DPEHUW��
was appointed on 16 July.  She wrote to 
Steering Group members on 26 September 
DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH�VFKHPH�ZLWK�D�%XV�
JDWH�RQ�3RUWVZRRG�%URDGZD\�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�
PRYLQJ�DKHDG�� �6KH�ZURWH�� ³7KH�6WHHULQJ�
Group’s oversight of the collection of data 
related to the trial has been crucial to ensure 
a fair trial was conducted”.
,¶P�QRW�VXUH�ZKHUH�WKDW�OHDYH�XV�DOO�±�ZLOO�

there be any regeneration to Portswood, will there be 
TXLHWHU�VWUHHWV��VORZHU�WUDI¿F�DQG�FOHDQHU�DLU"��:LOO�WKHUH�EH�
D�WUHH"�+RZ�ZLOO�WKH�7UDQVIRUPLQJ�&LWLHV�)XQG�REMHFWLYHV�
EH�PHW"��$V�VRRQ�DV�,�NQRZ�\RX�ZLOO�NQRZ�

        Barbara Claridge HRAHonSec 

* Vehicles per day baseline before the Trial 3356; modelled at 4400 
with a light touch ATZ / full-time Bus-gate; during the Trial an actual of 
6290* average of 10 busiest days, part-time Bus-Gate.

Street furniture in Portswood

3RUWVZRRG� :DUG� &RXQFLOORU� 0DULH� )LQQ� LV� D� IRVWHULQJ�
DGYRFDWH��,Q�6RXWKDPSWRQ�WKHUH�LV�D�GHVSHUDWH�VKRUWDJH�RI�
IRVWHU�FDUHUV��,I�DQ\RQH�KDG�D�VSDUH�URRP�DQG�FRXOG�WKLQN�
about offering a home, even as respite, to a local child, 
the foster team would love to hear from you. Planning 
permission was recently given for a new children’s home 
LQ�:LQQ�5G�IRU�IRXU�FKLOGUHQ�VR�WKDW�PD\�KHOS�EXW�LW�FDQQRW�
replace the advantages of a family environment. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW���������������
VRXWKDPSWRQ�JRY�XN��RU�)DFHERRN#IRVWHULQJVRXWKDPSWRQ�

Think About Fostering

SASSH stands for Southampton Accreditation Scheme for 
6WXGHQW�+RXVLQJ�� ,W� LV� D� IUHH�&RXQFLO� VXSSRUWHG� VFKHPH�
ZKLFK�KHOSV�ODQGORUGV�¿QG�JRRG�VWXGHQW�WHQDQWV��,W�LV�UXQ�
E\�ERWK�8QLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�WKH�FLW\���7R�OLVW�D�SURSHUW\�RQ�WKH�
SASSH website, landlords must meet safety and quality 
standards, and all properties are now inspected to ensure 
WKH\�GR��7KH�DLP�LV�WR�KHOS
students avoid sub-standard accommodation, to raise 
the quality of rented houses in our city and encourage 
UHVSRQVLEOH� SURSHUW\� PDQDJHPHQW�� 7KLV� KHOSV� XV� DOO� WR�
crack down on rogue landlords and promotes ‘safer 
neighbourhoods’.  Accredited landlords report fewer 
disputes and longer tenancies, which contributes to 
housing sustainability and more coherent communities. 
Council enforcement resources are required less often as a 
UHVXOW���)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDFW�&�/�%RLOHDX#VRWRQ�
ac.uk City Housing Relationship Manager

HMO Inspections Begin Again

Mencap Gardening Offer
A volunteer Mencap Group is offering gardening services 
LQ�+LJK¿HOG��7KH�JDUGHQHUV�ZRUN�RQ�D�7XHVGD\�HDFK�ZHHN�
doing basic maintenance e.g. weeding, pruning, hedge 
trimming, litter picking, lawn mowing and strimming. 
7KH\�JHQHUDOO\�SURYLGH�WKHLU�RZQ�HTXLSPHQW�EXW�LI�ODUJHU�
VSHFLDOLVW�MREV�DUH�DJUHHG�WKHQ�WKH�FXVWRPHU�PD\�QHHG�WR�
provide additional equipment.
7KH� VHUYLFH� LV� ERWK� UHJXODU� DQG� RQH�RII� MREV�� EXW� WKH\�
are in demand so regular might take a little more time 
WR�VFKHGXOH���$Q\�MRE�SHUIRUPHG�ZRXOG�EH�RQ�D�GRQDWLRQ�
EDVLV��ZLWK�GRQDWLRQV�JUDWHIXOO\�UHFHLYHG�IURP�����XSZDUGV�
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ�MRE�
7KH\�DUH�D�ORYHO\��IULHQGO\�JURXS�ZKR�HQMR\�D�FXS�RI�WHD�
DQG�D�FKDW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUN�
&RQWDFW��DGPLQ#VRXWKDPSWRQPHQFDS�RUJ�
RU��������������

:KHQ� ZDONLQJ� RQ� WKH�
Common close to the 
ERDWLQJ� ODNH�� ,� RIWHQ� KHDU�
the shrill and distinctive, 
whinnying call of the 
dabchick or, given its 
RI¿FLDO� QDPH�� WKH� OLWWOH�
JUHEH�� �7KH�GDEFKLFN� LV� D�
small bird, roughly half 
the size of a mallard, with dark brown upper parts and 
D�ULFK��FKHVWQXW�ZDVK�RQ�WKH�ÀDQNV���$V�,�DWWHPSW�WR�WDNH�
a closer look, it usually disappears magically under the 
water, only to reappear ten metres away.  
:KDW�H[FHOOHQW�XQGHUZDWHU�VZLPPHUV�WKH\�DUH�

HRA Member Ken

dabchick photo John Scamell

The Mysterious 
Dabchick
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Unrivalled local knowledge and 
expertise in the sale and let of 
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SUSU (the Students’ Union at the University of 
Southampton) exists primarily to represent students, not 
only within the University but also more widely. We were 
therefore delighted to be part of the Portswood Bus-gate 
trial Steering Group and interested to see what students 
would tell us when we surveyed them in April 2025 (shortly 
before the trial was unexpectedly curtailed).
Of the c.24,500 students who were here at that point, 13% of 
them lived in the Portswood Ward and so it was no surprise 
that we received many, often very detailed responses – these 
students are very much also local residents. This was borne 
out by how closely the students’ responses matched the 
feelings of many non-student local residents, particularly in 
relation to the unexpected consequences of the trial scheme.
62% of respondents in our survey felt that the bus gate 
had made the situation worse, with just 27% feeling the 
situation was better as a result. An overwhelming 76% 
RI� WKH� IUHH� WH[W� FRPPHQWV� IRU� WKLV� TXHVWLRQ� LGHQWL¿HG� WKH�
unwelcome impact on other roads as one key reason things 
ZHUH�ZRUVH��$�VHFRQG�TXHVWLRQ�DVNHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DERXW�WKH�
impact on Brookvale and Belmont Road and while 62% of 
respondents also felt there had been a negative impact here, 
RQO\� ���� RI� UHVSRQGHQWV� IHOW� SRVLWLYH� DERXW� WKHVH� WUDI¿F�
calming measures.
Another very clear theme to emerge from responses, 
however, was the need to improve Portswood High 
Street. Respondents talked about wanting a nicer physical 
environment with more trees and for Portswood to be 
somewhere they wanted to spend time (and money) with a 
greater variety of shops – the same comments as are often 
heard from other local residents.

Klm\]fl�J]ka\]flk��Na]ok�gf�l`]�:mk%_Yl]�LjaYd

Sonia Cottrell SUSU Chief Executive

Southampton Old Cemetery - photo by HRA member Ken


